U.& coart orders Dmjanjuk case reopened 

— A fcdcral “PpeaH coon on Friday reopened 
th e ease . John Dranjanjuk, saying the U.S. government may have erred 
m ordering him extradited to Israel to face charges that he was a Nazi 
camp g nard. "Our previous study of the record and numerous press 
rcP 0 *” *“ »«*des in the United States indicate that the extradition 
warrant — may have been-improvidentiy issued because, it was based on 
oroneoia mfonnatiGa” Chief Judge Gilbert Merritt of the U.S. Sixth 
Qrcwt Court of Appeals said in a brief order. Demianjuk, 72, of 
CtevdaDd, was extradited from the United States in 1986. He was 
se ntenc ed to d e ath in Israel in 1988 after five survivors of die TrebUnka 
camp identified him daring ins trial as a maid nicknamed “Ivan the 
ternwe. Lawyers for the Ukrahuan4)orD Demjanjuk are now before 
toacTssoptenie court appealing the conviction on the basts of newly 
uncovered swore statements made by 37 Trebfinka guards «Wg«W ago. 
Demjanj iik’s lawyers say the statements prove that a guard named Ivan 
MaraienJco, and not Demjanjuk. operated the gas chambers at Tretymka. 
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Tunisia: Libya crisis calf ba resolved 

• 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President Zinc Al Abidine Ben Ali said on Friday 
he stiP hoped for a settlement to Libya's conflict with the West over the 
Lockerbie bombing. “The efforts expended until now. (even) if they have 
not yet succeeded, enable us foresee a satisfactory way out," Mr. Ben AH 
said in an interview with Reuters. But it was mainly up to the involved 
parties to resolve the dispute, which led to sanctions being imposed on 
Libya for its refusal to surrender to Britain or the United Suics two men 
suspected of the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am airliner over Lockerbie, 
Scotland. “It is advisable for each (party) to assume dearly its 
responsibilities and it is up to the main involved parries lo take the 
initiatives (that are) the most pertinent, " said Mr. Ben Ali. whore country 
tried to mediate in the row. Libyan authorities are expected to have their 
final say in mid-month to the demand by Washingtoifond London that the 
two suspects stand trial in the U.S. or Scotland for the bombing. Western 
countries say the bait is now in Libya's court in order to avoid further 
U.N. Security Council sanctions. Libya has been under U.N. air and 
anus-sales embargoes since April 13. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1J0 di rham*. 


■^^Bouez arrives 

'*• ^AMMAN (Petra) — Lebanon's 
’■Js pjr- ^Foreign Minister Fans Bouez ar- 
■ h cn ^ rived hoe Friday night to attend 
meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers from Jordan, Syria, 
< ’ 1,r W ^Palestine and Lebanon. Mr. 

said in an airport state* 
l" Vfc 'lament that the meeting carried a 
^re^j^speda! importance because the 
region has entered a crucial stage 
fr^i where the Arabs were exerting 
^ continued efforts towards peace 


•.L-> r , . the process. The Lebanese minis* 

. ‘ ■■ ter said be would present to the 

:rj: r ^ v,s ^ meeting the issue of continued 
r ^ Israeli attacks on southern Leba~ 
t • ^-r, Receiving Mr. Bouez at the 

U;:).-, "7^ L airport were Dr. Kamel Abu 
: 51 Jaber and Dr. Abdul fc»f»m Al 

■ j Majah. Dr. Abu Jaber said Jor- 

-,Vj ‘5b dan fully supported Lebanon’s 
■--- .;.j n 2^3? request for an emergency meet- 
•- 7*17 ing of the Arab League to discuss 

* Israeli aggressions and stressed 
Jordan's keenness to safeguard 
... the safety of Lebanon's territor- 

‘sn'nosejob 1 *“• 

n §er ser.f toga U.S.: Jordan aware of . 
,,, ^sanctions’ 

* ! importance 

- ■t: *£5 WASHINGTON (Agencies) — ; 

(L The U.S. State Department has 
: j?- ; ; " - said Washington had been disens- 
\ J:-, l0 J sing procedures to make the sane- 
.- •- thms against Iraq more effective. 

■ 1“ * written reply to a question, 

^..^.the department said Thursday: 
_ ..:r:TWe are actively pursuing sanc- 
7 rions enforcement worldwide. 
...f c ; Given Jordn’s long common bor- 
;;£f- der with Iraq, enforcement of 
’■ ‘‘J '7 "■ sanctions by Jordan is particularly 
•" importanL Since the U.N. resolu- 
‘ ^ tions were passed we have’ been 
7 * 7 . 1 discussing ways Jordanian en-- 

. ' Y forcemeat procednres could be 

• •' ' made more, effective. Jordan is 

r-:rr. *Ji i; we jj the importance we 

cs : attach to sanctions compliance.” 

Congressman urges 
tens use stol* get-tough policy 

ycles to buy& with Israel 


jolice 


,-s 


WASHINGTON — Rep. John 
^ DingeB has charged that die 
7 . 7 .,.. Israeli government has 
7 f " 77.7- “stonewalled” a c riminal inves- 
*■ * " , ~ Y ti^km of fraud involving U.S., 
- / 1 7-. military aid and urged the De-‘ 

- ■' ■.^Kfense. Department to force Israel 

'' 7 : Y to cooperate. The Michigan 

"■ YY- democrat, who is conducting his 
.7,"'. own inquiry, said that the grant 
' agreement providing $1.8 billion 

■ in annual military aid to Israel 
requires the ally to. cooperate 
_ t : ; ehrtsS with investigations by the Justice 

r, fnm sficis-- ^ ta ^ enagon . K; 

derelia caneu refuses, he said, h can be 
found m default and directed to 
..O 1 : , 'j repay outstanding military debts 
- . -. •. ! : f to the U.S. Rep. Dingeri-nrged ^ 
. the get-tough policy in a letter to 

.-:r i 75 Defence Secretary Dick Cheney. 
.. r -.r The c riminal investigation in- 
.* . . volves the sales of aircraft engines * 

" 7 to fee Israeli air-force in which] 

~ ~ - masave fraud has been nndo- 

:<:■■■) vered. Justice Department and? 
.■ - ■:?' Pentagon investigators are inves- , 
' .. &■' tigating tire activities of an Israeli ; 
'.'1 . c? air force general. Rami Dotan, 

_ ' : ■- ? jrtio was stripped of his rank and 
. ^Tlnprisaied last year for skim- 
’ i:S- tiring milli ons of dollars in U-S. 
mffitary aid to Israel — TbeWaB 
Street Journal. 

' 0 <; Russia to deliver 

^ arms to UAE 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia and tire 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
Friday disenssed tire sale of Rus- 
sian armoured wehides and milit- 
ary aircraft as well as joint arms 
production projects, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. It said 
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev 
held talks with UAE military 
experts in Moscow that finalised 
arrangements for the delivery of' 
Russian armoured cars./ 




■7 - . UC1CDCC Wl 

op0 pl«' held talks 

P hfl#' “pertsfe 

jfary'O jrn a™* 6 ®® 


'y Legal rights activists 
7* freed in Syria 

1* j ^^liiENEVA (R) — Four Syrian 

'.o - ■ j } ' human rights activists jailed in 

* ‘ .1 •' A V March this year for issuing leaf- 

•••■ - • ‘Yi * . - ' lets on rights abuses have been 
- • - '*77^*7 released^ an internatkKud leggl 
. “ groq) said Friday. The Centre for 

rr ' 7. ^ *>' fee Indep enden ce of Judges and 
. ■ ' , Lawyers (CDI) said tire ftrar were 

• among 14 sentenced by the siqi- 
n .*’ T.j^'Vreme state security conrt in 

Damascus to terms of from three . 
7 , :Al> fe 10 years. The CHL, set up in 
J ■■ _ 1 r- 77, £ ;• 1978 by fee Geneva-based Inter- 
; . ' national Commission of Jurists, 

\7 ; i flowed to sfcml observers to 

7 trial- — the first time in three 

' :'-' vecades that an international 

•7 . j-r'v'; organisation had been able to be 
> !*- "'.ijtf: presmiil at judicial proceedings of 

‘'ij tfjifeh type jo Syria. 


Arafat leaves 
hospital, begins 
10 days of rest 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat was discharged 
form hospital Friday after re- 
cuperating after a brain surgery. 

As he emerged from the Royal 
Wing of the King Hussein Medic- 
al Centre; Mr. Arafat, accompa- 
nied by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Palestinian and Jorda- 
nian officials, expressed his 
thanks for tire hospitality and 
care that be had received from 
King Hussein and staff at die 
medical centre. 

“I would like to thank my 
brother King Hussein for his 
brotherly concern and care for 
me throughout my ordeal,” Mr. 
Arafat said before turning to 
King Hussein and giving him a 
big hug in front of the cameras. 

“I thank God, King Hussein 
and tire staff at the medical centre 
for my stable condition,” Mr. 
Arafat told the press in En glish . 
The “outstanding medical treat- 
ment” he received, Mr. Arafat 
said, was a source of pride for 
“our Arab nation, because you 
can buy equipment and yon can 
construct a building, bat you can- 
not buy or construct a h uman 
being.” 

“This miracle was made possi- 
ble by Jordan and by King Hus-: 
sein — the building of a human 
being.” 

- Addressing the people- of Jor- 
dan and Palestine, Mr. Arafat 
said: “We will continue our 
march together; we are on a date 
with dawn and victory is ours.” 


“We shall meet and 'pray 
together, His Majesty and my- 
self, at the Al Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem, God wiling,” said 
Mr. Arafat in the first message 
from the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) chairman to 
the Palestinian people. 

“Oar brothers in Jordan, 
Palestine and all the Arab, Isla- 
mic and Christian world: “We 
will all pray together in Jerusalem 
at the first of fee two kibiahs and 
the third of the two holy shrines, 
the place where the Prophet 
Moh.axnmad ascended to 
heaven...," Mr. Arafat, wearing 
his black and white Palestinian 
head-dress and fatigues, told the 


King Hussein sat Mr. Arafat 
next to him in his silver Mercedes 
Benz and drove him to the 
Hashemiyeh Palace, where Presi- 
dent Arafat is expected to rest for 
10 days before resuming his nor- 
mal heavy work load schedule. 

Palestinian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Al Tayeb Abdul Rahim said 
feat a PLO Executive Committee 
meeting will, in all likelihood. 
. take place today. The Committee 
is expected to decide on foreign 
policy issues vis-arris the Middle 
East peace process. 

The foreign ministers of Jor- 
dan, Lebanon, Syria and the 
Palestine are scheduled to meet 
Saturday afternoon to decide on 
the time frame of the sixth round 
of bilateral talks wife Israel. 

Mr. Arafat, whose right eye 
looked badly bruised, smiled con- 
stantly for reporters. PLO offi- 

(Contimud on page 5) 


Arabs meet In Amman 
to assess peace process 


By Lands K. Andonl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign ministers 
representing the four Arab 
parties involved in bilateral 
talks with Israel meet in Am- 
man today to reassess the Mid- 
dle East peace rocess against 
tire backdrop of increased ten- 
sion over Israel's continued 
clampdown against Palesti- 
nians in fee occupied Gaza 
Strip and air raids on South 
Lebanon. 

The foreign ministers of Jor- 
dan, Palestine, Syria and Leba- 
non will discuss how to im- 
prove coordination in fee next 
stage of tire peace p roc es s . 

The four Arab parties still 
differ over mnhilateral talks, 
which discuss regional econo-* 
mic and security arrangements, 
sis Syria and Lebanon insist on 
boycotting tire talks until con- 
crete progress was achieved at 
fee bilateral negotiations that 
address Israeli occupation of 
Arab territories. 

Although tire Amman meet- 
ing is expected to conclude' 
wife a cafl on tire U.S. and the ‘ 
international community, to 
pressure Israel to lift fee siege 


imposed on the occupied Gaza 
Strip and to bait attacks against 
Lebanon, the Arab side wQl 
not take any drastic steps that 
will jeopardise the peace pro- 
cess. 

The Israeli acts of violence 
against Arabs, as viewed by 
Arab officials, are aimed at 
gaming votes for the ruling 
party in the upcoming elec- 
tions, and forcing the Arabs, 
namely Syria and the Palesti- 
nians, to withdraw from the 
peace process. Syrian and 
Palestinian officials, including 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad himself, have repeatedly 
indicated that Israel would not 
succeed in its attempts to 
pressure Arabs into pulling ont 
from tire pence talks. 

But political observers fear 
that Arab self-restraint conld 
only encourage Israel to cun- 
tinue creating new realities on 
fee ground that will undeimme 
the negotiating position once 
the talks resume. 

A major factor dictating the . 
evidently restrained Arab reac- 
tion is feat tire Arab parties do 
not want to take a stand that 

(Coatimaed on page 5) 



.Pale s ti ni a n leader Yasser Arafat kisses His Majesty King Hussein as 
he leaves the Kh« Hussein Medical Centre five days after a brain 
surgery (Photo by Yousef Al *ABan) 


Israel says 
it is easing 
Gaza siege 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel said on Fri- 
day it would ease its two-week- 
long closure of the occupied Gaza 
Strip by allowing some Palesti- 
nians to work in Israel from 
Monday. 

The strip, home to 7 50,000 
Palestinians, was sealed after a 
Gazan killed an Israel girl near 
Tel Aviv. Some security officials 
argued the closure could backfire 
by bottling up anger that would 
lead to mass unrest.* 

The defence ministry said- it 
would allow workers at least 28 
years old to enter Israel on Mon- 
day after a two-day Jewish holi- 
day weekend provided they 
worked at places employing more 
than 10 people. 

. The United Nations began 
handing out food on Wednesday 
because people did not have 
money to buy groceries. As many 
as 60,000 Gazans work in Israel 

(Continued on page 5) 




U.S. resists 
treaty on 
endangered 
species 

RIO DE JANEIRO (Agencies)' 
— The U.S. government has re- 
buffed last-ditch efforts to win its 
approval for a treaty protecting 
endangered plants mid animals, 
catling proposed changes in the' 
document’s language too superfi- 
cial. 

Signing of fee biodiversity trea- 
ty, a key document of the Earth 
Summit, was to begin Friday. 
Another key document, a global 
warming treaty, was made avail- 
able for signing Thursday. 

Friday’s activities began with 
the ceremonial planting of 11 
Brazilwood seedlings, a now-rare 
tree that gave Brazil its name. 
President Fernando Coller de 
MeQo and Sweden’s King Carl 
Gustaf joined schoolchildren to 
plant the trees on tiie lawn of the 
Riocentro Convention Centre, 
where the summit is being bdd. 

An official in the government 
of U.S. President George Bush 
told the Associated Press late 
Thursday feat the Brazilians had 
offered to make “cosmetic - 
changes” to the biodiversity trea- 
ty to win U.S. support. 

“The U.S. stuck to its gims” ‘ 
because the Brazilian suggestions 
did not address fundamental U.S. 
concerns, said the official, who 
spoke on condition he remain 
anonymous. 

In a gesture that conld bhmt 
some cr i t i ci sm of U.S. foot drag- 
png on summit agreements, chief' 
U.S. delegate William K. Reilly 
announced Thursday that fee 
U.S. Forest Service would end 
dear-catting as standard policy in 
U.S. national forests. 

. The biodiversity treaty pro- 
vides for the protection of en- 
dangered and threatened animals 
and plants. It also calls for indus- 
trialised countries to compensate 
developing nations for resources r 
used to make commercial pro-, 
ducts. 


Israel jets attack 
Palestinian centre 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli jet fighters and helicoQter 
gunships blasted a Palestinian 
centre: at the refugee camp of 
’Ain Al Hilweh on the outskirts 
of this southern port dty in two 
separate strikes Friday, police 
said. 

They said six people were 
wounded in the second attack by 
two jet fighters at 8:40 a.m. (0540 
GMT) on a house used to distri- 
bute social services to camp resi- 
dents, according to police. 

Security sources said the centre 
was used by fee Popular Front for 
fee Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command (PFLP-GC). 

Two PFLP-GC guerrillas and 
four Palestinian civilians were 
wounded and a angle-storey 
sports dub was destroyed in the 
base, the sources said. 

Lebanese army anti-aircraft 
guns fired on the planes and black 
smoke billowed over ‘Ain Al 
Hilweh. 

“The planes fired two rockets 
but one of them failed to ex- 


plode,” a witness said. 

An Israeli military statement 
said the air force raided a PFLP- 
GC “terrorist post” and all planes 
returned safely to base. 

Witnesses said Israeli planes 
also flew over Beirut, breaking 
the sound barrier. 

On Thursday, Israeli helicopter 
gunships fired on a PFLP-GC 
position in a camp near the south- 
ern port of Tyre, 20 kilometres 
north ' of the Israeli border, 
wounding two guerrillas. 

Friday's air strike was the 11th 
into Lebanon in 16 days — one of 
fee most concentrated air cam- 
paigns tty Israel in such a short 
period since it invaded Lebanon 
in 1982. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ah 
Akbar Veiayati pledged Iran’s 
continued support on Wednesday - 
for Lebanese and Palestinian 
guerrillas fighting to try to force 
Israeli troops to pull out of a - 
15- kilometre border strip they 
bold in South Lebanon. 


Iraq presents ‘full’ 
report on its weapons 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Iraq has 
finally submitted what it said was 
' a “foil, final ahd comprehensive” 
report on its programme to de-. 
velop weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, U.N. experts said Friday. 

The report was required tty fee 
Security Council under provisions 
of the ceasefire resolutions that 
ended the Gulf war. The require- 
ment is regarded as a crucial test 
of Iraq’s compliance. 

Dimitri Perricos, leader of a 
team of inspectors that arrived 
from Baghdad, told reporters the 
report was handed over to the 
commission’s office in Baghdad 
at midnight Thursday. 

He reserved judgement on the 
report, saying “until we see and 
study fee document... no one can 


say is a full, final and comprehen- 
sive report yet. It would be an 
injustice to characterise it” one 
way or another. 

Mr. Perricos said he was "scep- 
tical” because of Iraq's track re- 
cord of less-than-full disclosure of 
its arms programme. 

The team leader said he 
brought the report with him when 
'the experts travelled Friday to 
Bahrain, regional headquarters 
of the inspectors’ special commis- 
sion. 

The Iraqi report, which was 
bung air-freighted to New York 
later in fee day from Bahrain, 
consists of seven Made folders 
wrapped in two bundles. 


Coke is back in one of last Arab holdouts 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — Jordanians are Sock- 
ing into fee capital's largest sqjcr- 
maricet to snap -up 12-packs of 
Coca-Cola after it went on sale for 
fee first time since an anti-Israeli, 
boycoa: on fee soda was lifted a 
year ago. 

“Does that taste like fee real 
Gora-Cota?” U.S.-educated cus- 
toms! Bassam Tawed asked the 
cashier at Safeway stores. “I can't 
believe that we finally have it qn! 
the market” j 

The sodde n app earan ce of the 
popular fizzy drink drew atteaiiMw 
to tite continued, 41-year-old Arab 
boycott of companies that trade 
wife Israel or have b n sine ss in- 
terests there. 

.The boycott was begun to dis- 
courage foreign companies from 
doing bustn e w wife die Jewife! 


state, which remains technically at 
war with most Arab countries. 

In the case of Coke, Jordan was 1 
one of fee last Arab holdouts. : 
Some newspapers carried adver- 
tisements for sale of fee beverage, 
which carried a tag of 390 fib per 
can. 

After a 21-year ban, the Adanta- 
based soft drink giant was unoffi- 
cially removed in 1989 from die fist 
of hundreds of c ompanies drawn 
up by the Damascus based Arab 
League Boycott Office, then offi- 
cially stru ck off a year ago. 

Even before then, Coca-Cola 
was widely available in Gulf coun- 
tries and some of diem had Coke 
bottling plants. The Coke that sud- 
denly arrived in Jordan was 
: ordered from a canner in the Un- 
ited Aid) E mira t e s. 

In Saudi Arabia, Coca-Cola 
even sponsored a sporting event. * 

U.S. motor pant Ford recently 
returned to die Arab market after 


fee Arab League lifted its boycott 
■ — and the Gulf market is now 
taking 31 per cent of Ford’s export 
output in North America. 

Kuwait stepped out of Arab 
ranks after its liberation tty buying 
supplies from black listed com- 
panies, pleading the urgent need 
for supplies to help wife post-war 
reoonstrndioiL 

Overall, fee boycott remains in 
place even if it is looking tattered - 
mpbw- . * 

In fee posr-Gnlf war 
nwves in the Middle East, the 
boycott has even become a bar- 
gaining drip. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker urged Arab nations u> end 
the boycott, and Saudi Arabia re- 
sponded by offering to suspend it 
iu return for a bait to Jewish 
settlements in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. Jordan reportedly* 
made a shafiar offer. 


The United States considers the . 
boycott 10 be illegal and^ American 
•companies that honour it by oper- 
ating in Arab countries while refus- 
ing to deal wife Israel stand to lose 
some U.S. tax benefits, such as die 
foreign tax credit. 

But congressional investigators 
said I art year, after surveying some 
40 companies, that companies hon- 
ouring the boycott appeared to be 
getting off with only Hgbt penalities 
■ from the Internal Revenue Service 
— the VS. federal tax deport- 
menL .. p . ' 

In general fee boycott, and U.S. 
penalties against companies feat' 
honour it, have not difflanufe d 
American companies from operat- 
ing in Israel or the Arab World. 

But they are acknowledged to 

have bad som e thin g of a dulling 
effect, especially 00 big-ticket in- 
vestments such as assembly plants 
and factories. 



Rabin suggests Golan deal; 
polls say Labour losing edge 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Labour Party leader Yitzhak 
Rabin said on Friday, the 25th 
anniversary of the 1967 war, that he 
would be willing to return some 
of fee occupied Golan Heights co 
Syria. 

Mr. Rabin, who led the Israeli 
army in 1967 and hopes to unseat 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir in 
the June 23 national election, said 
his determination 10 keep Israeli 
troops on the strategic plateau 
did not preclude territorial com- 
promise. 

“Even in peace we will not 
come down from the Golan 
Heights,” Mr. Rabin said in an 
interview in the daily Al Hamish- 
mar. “In my eyes, the Golan 
Heights from the standpoint of 
territory and topography is vital 
to the security of Israel. 


“That doesn't mean we are 
stuck rite re on every centimetre.” 
Mr. Rabin said, pointing to the 
1974 troop disengagement agree- 
ment between Syria and Israel 
feat set the present lines on the 
Golan Heights. 

“We gave up a kilometre and a 
half or two and created a situa- 
tion whereby for 17 years, since 
1975, this ha« been the quietest 
sector ... more than the peace 
border with Egypt, and certainly 
there is no comparison with the 
Lebanese border and even the 
Jordanian,'* he said. 

Labour has used Mr. Rabin, a 
former defence minister as well as 
army chief of staff, to try to 
project an image of toughness as 
well as a willingness to engage in 

(Continued on page 5) 


Spain probes detained 
Syrian arms dealer’s links 


MADRID (Agencies) — Spanish 
police held Syrian arms dealer Mon- 
zer Al Kassar incommunicado on 
Friday while probing his alleged (inks 
wife international terrorism, includ- 
ing the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am 
airliner over Scotland. 

High Court Judge Baltasar Garzon, 
one of Spain’s most prominent inves- 
tigating judges in charge of fee long- 
running probe, imposed a news black- 
out on details of the case. 

Mr. Garzou was returning to Mad- 
rid on Friday from the southern coast 
resort of MarbcQa where he has been 
supervising a police search of a pala- 
tial mansion owned by Mr. Kassar. 

Mr. Kassar, 46. described by police 
sources as one of the world's biggest 
arms dealers, was arrested at Madrid 
airpon on Wednesday night as be 
entered Spain on an Argentine pass- 
port. 

Held wife him were Beirut-bora 
Nabfl Olabi Daduki, who has Spanish 
nationality, and Chilean-born Yamal 
Edgardo Batiuch, who bolds a Chi- 
lean and two Syrian passports. 


A police statement on Thursday 
said the arrests were in connection 
wife suspected falsification of docu- 
ments. illegal trafficking in vehicles, 
illegal possession of arms and interna- 
tional terrorism. 

Mr. Kassar was named in a report 
published in April in the U.S. news 
magazine Time as being behind the 
bombing of the Pan Am Jumbo over 
the Scottish town of Lockerbie which 
killed 270. 

Mr. Kassar denied the report. “The 
story in the magazine in my opinion is 
true. But they got the name wrong,’* 
be told French television in an inter- 
view last month. He said he was an 
arms merchant but denied illegal 
dealings. 

Interior Ministry spokesman Anto- 
nio Nevado said Judge Garzon placed 
a one-month secrecy order on the 
case of Mr. Kassar. 

Time reported in April that Mr. 
Kassar had planted the suitcase bomb 
on the Pan Am jet in Frankfurt. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kabul truce collapses; 
factional fighting resumes 


KABUL (Agencies) — Another 
ceasefire betwen two rival rebel 
factions collapsed Friday despite 
the intervention of forces loyal to 
fee Islamic caretaker govern- 
ment. 

The fragile truce between 
Hezb-e-Wahadat, supported by 
Tehran, and its rival Ittehad-e- 
IsLami collapsed less than an hour 
after they exchanged prisoners. - 

At least 100 people have been 
killed, 400 wounded and nearly 
1,000 people have disappeared in 
four days of fighting between the 
two groups. 

A fist-fight between two sen- 
tries broke the ceasefire. The 
rival forces lobbed rockets and 
mortars in densely populated 
areas of Kabul, the Afghan capit- 

Rockets slammed into two reli- 
gious schools and a business 
school, igniting flames and killing 
passersby. Classes were sus- 
pended earlier this week because 
of the fighting. 

Missiles' also fell on a bouse in 


northern Kabul, killing a family 
of six, witnesses said. Gunmen 
raked shops near the Kabul zoo, 
they said. 

“The people whose homes are 
being hit tty rockets and their 
relatives being killed are telling 
the Mujahedeeu, ‘ever since you 
came to Kabul, there’s been no- 
thing bat fighting and bloodshed.* 
They say this is not jihad and they 
are right,” Sayed Hasan, a Shiite, 
said after praying at the main 
Shiite mosque. 

Residents in fee predominantly 
Shiite neighbourhoods also ac- 
cused Sunni rebels of looting 
shops and hosues, killing some of 
’ their prisoners, plucking out the 
eyes of wounded guerrillas and 
horning bodies. 

Defence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood deployed loyal rebel 
militia forces to the battle zones, 
but they came under fire. Later 
Mr. Masood dispatched a 12- 
member security committee from * 
all parties to go to the battle 
zones to stamp out the trouble. 


EC says Danes have 7 
months to change minds 


LISBON (R) — Denmark has 
until the end of the year to 
change its mind about the Maas- 
tricht Treaty on closer European 
union, Portuguese Prime Minis- 
ter Anibal Cavaco Silva said on 
Friday. 

Mr. Cavaco Silva, whose coun- 
try holds fee rotating European 
Community (EC) presidency, 

, said it was up to the Danes to solve 
the problems created by their 
• “no" vote in Tuesday referendum 
on the Maastricht accord. 
t The treaty, creating closer poli- 
tical and economic links between 
fee 12 EC states, is due to be 
ratified by fee end of this year. 

( “Denmark sill has seven 
months ahead. Seven months is a^ 
'long time to think about what it' 
wants to do,” Mr. Cavaco Silva 
fold a news conference. 

“The other member states are 
determined to pursue fee goal of 
European union without devia- 
tion from fee path established.” 

The decision of EC foreign 


ministers in Oslo on Thursday to 
go ahead with ratification had put 
fee ball firmly in Denmark's 
court, he said. 

Six Christian Democrat leaders 
representing half of the ECs 
governments were to debate the 
repercussions of Denmark's 
shock referendum result at regu- 
lar talks in Brussels Friday. 

The twice-yearly meeting, 
which is meant to prepare for fee 
com m u n ity's Lisbon summit on 
June 26-27, will provide a top-' 
level political forum to explore 
fee consequences of the “no” 
vote for the future of European 
union. 

Diplomats said any statement 
by the meeting was sure to rein- 
force determination expressed by 
community foreign ministers at 
Oslo on Thursday to press ahead 
w ratify fee Maastricht Treaty 
while leaving the door open for 
Denmark. 
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Middle East News 


'Vengeful Kuwaitis blind 
with rage,’ returnee says 


By Mariam ML S hahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — It was the first 
time in his life that Abdul 
Kareem Oweis, 34, set foot in 
■Iordan last month; but what 
should have been a joyous 
occasions had already turned 
into a nightmare by the bitter 
experience he underwent in 
-Kuwait before arriving here. 

As he limped- towards his 
Aster’s bouse in Ashrafiyeh in 
Amman, Mr. Oweis recalls, 
memories were still fresh of the 
torture and inhuman treatment 
that were netted out to him in 
Kuwait — that was home once 
and the six-month term be 
• served in a Kuwaiti prison be- 
fore being cast out across the 
border with Iraq. 

No formal charges were filed 
against Mr. Oweis; he had no 
access to legal coun- 
sel. He was neither questioned 
or put on trial, but still had to 
serve out the six-month term 
for a crime which he never 
committed or even under- 
stood. 

■Quite simply, Mr. Oweis 
saysc he was yet another victim 
of the lawless country that 
Kuwait has become in the post- 
Desert Storm era. 

Having spent six months in 
solidary confinement, Mr. 
Oweis is happy to see the light 
and breathe “fresh, free air.” 
His entire extended family 
lived in Kuwait for over 35 
years and he never left the 
country until he received an 
expulsion order in the middle 
of May, 1992. 

It was then that Mr. Oweis 
was reunited with bis family for 
the first time since his arrest 
last November. When repre- 
sentatives of the International 
Committee of Red Cross 
(ICRC) accompanied him to 
the Kuwaiti-Iraqi border, be 
saw his wife Salwa, 27, and his 
two toddler children for the 
very first time since his impris- 
onment. 

“Visitors (to the prison) 
were not allowed; my greatest 
fear was that my children 
would not know me,” he re- 
calls of the reunion with his 
family. They had also been 
presented with expulsion 
order. His passport and that of 
his Jordanian wife were torn 
up by Kuwaiti Ministry of In- 
terior officials the day be was 
arrested. 


“My wife’s passport is al- 
ways with me, so she was 
unlucky too. Let King Hussein . 
help you now, they said while 
they were tearing apart the 
passports,” Mr. Oweis recalls. 

For travel purposes the 
Oweises were given ICRC 
identification cards so they 
could travel from Kuwait to 
Jordan. 

“I had been in a psychiatric 
ward for about a week when 
they (the Kuwaitis) decided to 
expel me,” the young Jorda- 
nian recalls. 

Hie psychiatric ward came 
after beatings and torture by 
Kuwaiti prison guards had left 
him begging to die. ''When 1 
asked them to loll me, they 
gave me a gun and when I 
palled the trigger, the gun was 
empty,” Mr. Oweis says as he 
lights yet another cigarette. 

Mr. Oweis had been a part- 
ner in a taxi company until he 
had a disagreement with bis 
Kuwaiti partner and quit. His 
life savings, the four thousand 
Kuwaiti dinars he had in the 
bank, were confiscated, he 
says, not by the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment but by “the bank em- 
ployees who helped them- 
selves." 

He intends to seek com- 
pensation for his lost savings 
and a Cadillac which was con- 
fiscated by the government 
upon his arrest. 

“I came to Jordan with six 
dinars in my pocket; I need my 
money,” he said. 

Asked why he had not left 
Kuwait before, like most other 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
who had lived in Kuwait and 
fled in fear of persecution at 
the hands of frustrated Kuwaiti 
gangs, he said: 

“I know no other place ex- 
cept Kuwait. My mother and 
brothers still live there; there is 
no other home for me.” 

But Mr. Owes' arrest last 
November was not his first 
brash with the Kuwaiti author- 
ities. 


got out of the car and asked 
them what they wanted they 
asked me what I was doing m 
their neighbourhood. After I 
answered that I habitually 
drove through that part of 
town they began hitting me 
and marked my face with razor 
blades,” Mr. Oweis said point- 
ing to his cheeks. 

Mr. Oweis says that after 
being beaten unconscious he 
was taken to the hospital by 
passers by. After interroga- 
tion, the authorities apologised 
and took him home. 

He says that it is mostly 
civilians participating in 
vigilante-type gangs that harass 
and hurt the non-Kuwaiti 
population in Kuwait. The 
main victims are Palestinians 
and Jordanians. 

Of a pre-crisis community of 
450,000, only 30,000 Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians now re- 
main in Kuwait. 

'The incident in April of last 
year was one in which the 
government was in no way 
involved,” be asserts. 

“But the fact of the matter is 
that there is no law in Kuwait 
to protect people. I was 
arrested on a dubious charge of 
violating the state security,” he 
recalls. “The fact that there 
was no formal charge, no 
lawyer, no trial and no inter- 
rogation, everything indicates 
that my arrest was odd.” 

Mr. Oweis wears dark glas- 
ses to hide the exhaustion visi- 
ble in his eyes and is a chain 
smoker. 


A Palestinian m n a ii or am ) daughter take Adler w i fa 1 a truck is the 
desert after their exp ul si on from Kuwait across the border with Iraq 


International human rights 
organisations have reported 
over a hundred cases of killing 
and physical abuse by Kuwaitis 
of foreigners, mostly Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians, whom 
the ; Kuwaitis somehow held 
responsible for the Iraqi inva- 
sion of their country. 

“Soon after liberation my 
car was stopped by a group of 
young Kuwaiti men and after I 


His released in mid-May 
coincided with the resumption 
of “collaborator trials” in 
Kuwait for mostly Palestinians 
and Iraqis whom Kuwaitis ac- 
cuse of working with Iraqi 
forces during their seven- 
month occupation. 

But Mr. Oweis says Kuwaiti 
police never charged him with 
collaboration with the Iraqis. 
He was arrested by security 
forces while visiting the Minis- 
try of Interior for some resi- 
dence papers. 

“They slapped the handcuffs 
on my wrist and that was it,” 
Mr. Oweis recalled. 

Mr. Oweis srid that the only 
explanation he could dunk of 
for his imprisonment is a per- 
sonal feud between himself 
and a former Kuwaiti em- 
ployer. “My former employer 
had a relative in the police 
department and that relative 


was there a lot while I was 
being tortured; maybe it had 
something to do with my 
arrest.” 

Mr. Oweis will probably 
never know why he was left to 
rot, as he calls it, in a solidary 
confinement cell in the Anbar 
prison. “There was no toilet 
and I think they put drugs in 
my food,” he says. 

According to Mr. Oweis, be 
was tortured and has cigarette 
burns all over his body. A 
broken finger is obvious and a 
scar on his forehead, be says, is 
his reminder of a beating he 
received with an iron rod. 

The screams of other prison- 
ers kept him awake at nights, 
he says. Their voices still haunt 
him. “At night 1 looked out of 
the bars and I saw people being 
carried back to their stretchers 
on cots,” he recalls. “Very few 
inmates knew me, because I 
ate alone in- my cell. They 
knew about me and nicknamed 
me — king of the solitary,” he 
says as if with pride. 

'The sheikh at the prison 
mosque always mentioned me 
in his sermons; be always' 
asked why had Abdul Kareem 


been jailed.” 

The sand floor in his cell 
served as a toilet for the dura- 
tion of tile six-month stay in 
the cell. He was allowed two 
showers during that time. 

“I was able to shower when 
the Red Cross came to see us,” 
he says. 

But Red Cross representa- 
tives were always accompanied 
by Kuwaiti prison officials. “I 
could say nothing in front of 
the Kuwaitis. They were there 
to intimidate me. When I bad 
been badly treated and the 
bruises were obvious they 
guards transferred me to a ' 
different cell and I never saw 
the Red Cross officials.” 

Despite the obvious 
hardship he suffered at the 
hands of Kuwaitis, Mr. Oweis 
recalls with pride that one of 
bis brothers served in the 
Kuwaiti resistance against the 
Iraqi occupation. 

“We did what was right. My 
brother fought in the resist- 
ance. We helped a Kuwaiti 
relative. 

"The Kuwaitis are so un- 
grateful and vengeful; they 
have become blind with hate.” 


No precise date for release of two German hostages 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Kidnap- 
pers of two Germans, the last 
Western hostages in Lebanon, 
have decided to free them but no 
precise date has been set, pro- 
Iranian political sources said on 
Friday. 

They said they believed it 
might take some time to arrange 
the release of aid workers Tho- 
mas'Kemptner, 31, and Heinrich 
Struebig, 51, both abducted three 
years ago. 

“There is still no dear plan 
specifying where and when,” one 
source said. 

German Ambassador Peter 
Keiwitt told reporters after talks 
with Prime Minister Rashid A1 
So£h Friday: “I don’t think any- 
body has at the moment a firm 
date.” 

“I don't think one should raise 
false expectations and ther e fore 
giv;e precise dates,” said Mr. 
xiewitt, adding that Bonn hoped 
that the two would be freed in the 
“not so distant future.” 

A Lebanese government 
•»urce told Reuters on Thursday: 
"The issue is over. The final 
touches are .being made for the 


release of the two Germans.” 

Mr. Kiewitt said a letter from 
German Chancefler Helmut Kohl 
sent to Ir anian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani on Tuesday 
may have helped solve the prob- 
lem but other factors could have 
played a role. 

However, a leader of Iran’s 
hard-liners said Friday the two 
Germans will not be freed unless 
Germany agrees to free two 
Lebanese held in Germany. 

Ali Akbar Mohtashemi, who as 
Iran's ambassador to Damascus 
in the early 1980s helped found 
Lebanon’s Shiite Muslim fun- 
damentalist Hizbollah, said in an 
interview with the AP that the 
kidnappers want Iran to give such 
assurances. 

“But Iran cannot give assur- 
ances under any circumstances, 
because the West and America 
have many, many times given 
promises and guarantees, but 
have not acted upon them,” Mr. 
Mohtashemi said. 

Germany has repeatedly re- 
fused to free the two Lebanese in 
return for the release of Mr. 
Struebig and Mr. Kemptner, the 


last Western hostages in Leba- 
non. 

Mr. Mohtashemi was routed in 
recent parliamentary elections, 
losing his Tehran parliament seat 
as President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani’s so-called “pragmatic” sup- 
porters crashed the radicals. 

Because the radicals' influence 
has dwindled, Mr. Mobtasbemfs ' 
views on die likelihood of hostage 
releases cannot be taken as being 
representative of Mr. Rafinu- 
jani’s government, which has said 
numerous times’ it want to bring 
the kidnap crisis to a dose. 

Mr. Struebig and Mr. Kemp- 
tner, kidnapped in South Leba- 
non in May 1989, are held by 
followers of Abdul Hadi Hamath, 
security chief for Hizbollah. 

Mr. Hamadi demanded Ger- 
many release his two younger 
broth e rs, Mohammad AH and 
Abbas. 

Mohammad Ali Hamadi was 
sentenced to life imprisonment in 
1989 for the hijacking four years 
earlier of aTW A airliner in which 
a U.S. navy diver was killed. 
Abbas Hamadi was sentenced to 


13 years for involvement in the 
kidnapping two German 
businessmen in an attempt to win 
his brother's freedom. 

Bernd Schmidbauer, a top aide 
to Mr. Kohl, said on Tuesday: 
“There is a good chance that both 
German hostages will be freed in 
the next 10 days.” 

Mr. Schmidbauer, who deli- 
vered Mr. Kohl's letter to Mr. 
Rafsanjani in Tehran on Tues-' 
day, said Bonn had not agreed to 
the kidnappers’ demand that 
Germany free, the two brothers. ■ 


Bush to name 
ex-ehairman 
of Shell as 
ambassador 
to S. Arabia 


He said Germany would not try 
to prosecute the kidnappers and 
denied any deal was struck to 
release the Haniadis early. 


Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said on Wednes- 
day Iran wantd all foreign hos- 
tages in Lebanon including the 
Germans and missing I ranian 

freed as soon as possible. % 
The Tehran Times 09 Wednes- 
day quoted Tehran's ambassador 
in Bonn as saying “all prepara- 
tions” had been made for -the 
release. 


WASHINGTON — President 
Bush plans to name retired Shell 
OO Co. chairman John F. Bfiok- 
out, 69, as Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Administration officials June 3 
confirmed a report in the trade 
newspaper Oil Daily that Book- 
fout, a prominent figure in the oil 
'industry for decades, would be’ 
nominated as the U.S. envoy to 
the world’s biggest oil exporting 
nation. 

If nominated after passing. FBI 
background checks, and if con- 
firmed by the Senate, he would 
take up one of the most sensitive 
posts in the U.S. diplomatic ser- 
vice at a time when Washington 
and Riyadh are becoming 
strategic as weD as economic 
allies in the aftermath of the Gulf • 
War. 
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Bush -tried but failed’ 
to influence Iraqi leader 


.WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush on Hranday 
defended his administration’s 
idoafiogi with Iraq before it occu- 
pied Kuwait, saying be had tried 
but failed to influence Saddam 
‘Hussein. 

“We tried to work with him,” 
Mr. Bush said of President Sad- 
jdam. ‘‘And it failed. That 
lapproadi, holding out a hand, 
trying to get him to renounce 
terro ris m, didn't work,” he told a 
: press conference at the White 
House. 

“I know what we did, it wasn't 
anything illegal,” Mr. Bush 
a d d ed 

He said as soon as Iraq's forces 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990, 
the United States made dear that 
“we were not gonna let aggres- 
■sion stand,” putting together an 
international coalition, which 
eventually drove Iraq's forces 
put 

Mr. Bosh was responding to a 
reporter's question about con- 
gressional critics who have asked 
why the administration was grant- 
ing grain credits and selling tech- 
nology with possible military uses 
to Iraq before its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Tbe Washington Post reported 
in Friday’s editions that senior 
State Department officials urged* 
in a 1989 memo that the United 
States sell anti-missile equipment 
to Iraq to protect a presidential 
Boeing 747 jumbo jet and three 
helicopters. 


The sale was never completed, 
the paper said, but the mono 
described die sale as “consonant 
with our wider goal of working 
towards a broader relationship 
with Iraq.” 

. The memo was handed over' 
with 54 other documents to a 
con gr essional committee investi- 
gating die pre-Gulf war rela- 
tionship between the Bush admi- 
nistration and Iraq. 

Senior house Democrats sig- 
i nailed this week that they will 
seek appointment of an indepen- 
dent prosecutor to investigate the 
iBush administration’s dealings 
with Iraq. Mr. Bush said he did 
not object to such a prosecutor. 

Tbe president indicated be 
thought the Gulf war would be a 
strong selling point for himself in 
-the presidential campaign. 

He said he expected that repor- 
iters in time would begin to ask 
undeclared presidential candidate 
Ross Perot to explain his opposi- 
tion to the war. 


Herzog: 

Israelwas 

* 

ready to 
return 
Golan 
in 1967 


“And then some day you guys 
are going to start (with Mr. 


Perot) .... were you with (Mr. 
Bush) when be had to make a 
very tough call on sending back 
aggression,” lie said. 

Mr. Bush added that his efforts 
.p u tt i ng together an international . 
coalition to oust Iraq from 
Kuwait was “a move that was 
saluted all over die entire world 
and put this country together like 
it’s never been together in the 
past since World War IL” 


U.N. chief recommends 
more troops for Cyprus 


TEL AVIV (AP) IsraeS Presi- 
dent Chaim' Herzog said Thurs- 
day that die Israeli government 
was ready to return tbe Golan 
Heights to Syria in return; for 
peace soon after the 1967 Middle 
East war. ■ - . 

His remarks, made in an inter- 
view on Israel's Arabic tdevisaon 
service, are likely to be raised. 
Airing tbe campaign for Israel's ' 
general elections on June 23. 
Both major parties contending* 
the elections were members of 
tbe 1967 '‘national rarity” govern- 
ment. 

Bnt the ruling Likud Party now 
! maintains that lands occupied in 
| the 1967 war, including the Golan 
Heights, are essential to Israel’s, 
“security” and that peace is 
achievable without land conces- 
sions. The opposition ‘ Labour 
Party says that it would be willing 
to trade some land for peace with 
Israel's Arab neighbours. 

, Mr. Herzog, who said he was 
.Involved in peace deliberations at 
the time, said the, government 
»was ready to return the Sinai 
Desert to Egypt and the Golan 
Heights to Syria as early as June 
19, 1967, nine days after the war 
had ended. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Secretary-General Boutros GhaH 
reported Thursday that tensions 
are rising along die line dividing 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot com- 
munities and recommended that 
more U.N. troops be posted 
I there. 

Tbe redeployment of U.N. 
peacekeepers accompanied an 
attempt to reduce costs, by merg- 
ing four battalions of about 400 
troops each to three battalions of 
about 750 each. 

The reshuffling would increase 
tbe number of U.N. soldiers 
available for patrol while reduc- 
ing the number of officers and 
rapport staff and saving up to 30 
per cent of administration costs. 
It would increase available sol- 
diers from rough tly 1,600 to 
roughly 2,250 soldiers. 

Any change must be approved 
1 by die U.N. Security Council. 

Dr. Gtaali recommended tbe 
adjustments after issuing a report 
that said hostile incidents were 
increasing along the 178- - 
kilometre buffer zone. 

Events include the number of 
times weapons are pointed at 

U.N. peacekeepers, die number 
-of overflights are made by both 
sides, and the number of defen- 


sive barricades built by Greek 
Cypriots.. 

The U.N. chief said the tension 
has coincided with impatience 
over the lack of progress in re - 1 
solving the division of Cyrpus. 

Dr. GhaH also recommended 
that the Security Council extend ' 
the mission of the peackeepers 
for another six months when it 
meets in mid- June. 

His proposed redeployment 
■appeared to be in preparation for 
the possible w i thd ra wal of Cana- 
da, one of the largest troop- 
contributing countries assis ting 
the United Nations in Cyprus. 
Canada has said it might with- 
draw its 575 troops after this year. 

Tbe U.N. peacekeeping fence 
in Cyprus (UNFICYP), unlike 
any other peacekeeping force, is 
funded strictly from voluntary 
contributions. AD other forces 
are paid for out of assessments to 
U.N. members. 

The countries contributing 
troops or military police — Cana- 
da, Austria, Denmark, Finland, 
Ireland, Sweden and Britain — 
send their forces and bfll die 
United Nations for tbe cost. 

In addition to tbe 1,600 there 
are also about 500 U.N. support 
personnel adding to the cost of 
the fence. 


TheLikud will find it difficult 
to challenge Mr/ Herzog's com- 
ments because of his role as 
president, which is considered to 
be above election politics, and ' 
because the recently deceased - 
Begin is something of a Likud 
icon. 

Syria has made the return of 
die Heights — and other lands — 
a p re requ is ite to a more commit-’ 
ted involvement in the current 
Middle Eapt peace talks. 

In additionto the Sinai and the 
Golan Heights, Israel seized die 
West Bank ami the Gaza Strip 
during the war. 


Citicorp suspends Diners card for Saudis 


NEW YORK (R) — Saudi Ara-* 
bians were barred from using 
Diners dub International cards 
outside of their home country 
because of. a dispute between the 
:card company and the local card 
franchise owner, Gticoip has 
'said. * ■' 

Citicrop, which owns Diners 

Club, said the suspension will be 

in place until the owners, of the 
franchise provide a letter of credit, 
that would ensure payments* 
when Saudi cardholders ring up 
charges outside of* the kingdom. 

Tbe cards are still valid in 
Saudi Arabia. 

dflerop said that it hopes to 
1 resolve die dispute with the local 
franchise shortly and return fuff 
usage to its Saudi Arabian eaid- 
' members. The bank did not 
identify the owner of the local . 


franchise. 

A source familiar with the 
'Situation said Citicrop was con- 
cerned with the local franchise 
owners. “It’s not that they don’t 
have die ability to pay, but that 
'they have been tardy, dragging 
their feet,” the source said. _ 

* A Citicrop spokeswoman -de- 
clined to comment on the re- 
mark. She also declined to elabo- 
rate on the dispute. The spokes- 
woman denies rumours that Din- 
ers Qub took the action because 
'the Saudi royal family rang up 
charges of $50 million on the 
, cards. Hie possibility of payment 
problems on the part of die royal 
;family were “totally unrelate d 
land without foundation,” she 
said. 

< Rumours that the Diners dub 
'.action would prompt tbe Saudis 


to withdraw their inves tment in 
the bank were also “totally with- 
«out foundation,” the Citicorp, 
: spokeswoman said. 

Officials at tbe Saudi Arabian 
embassy in Washington were not , 
available for comment 

Saudi Arabian Prince 
Alwaleed Ben Talal Abdul Aziz 
A1 Sand disclosed in a Securities 
and Exchange. Commission-. filing 
'.in March that he owns the equiva-. 
jjentof 14 per cent of Citicorp's 
: common stock. 

In 1991, he invested $590 mil- 
lion in Citicorp preferred shares, 
‘which are convertible, into con#- 
mon stock. 

! Separately, Citicorp suspended 
use of the card in Serbia and 
Montenegro, Yugoslavia. It took 
die action because of U.N. trade 
sanctions. 
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Dr. Abdul Karim Khmhastmefa .. (— ) 


FOod Control Centre 637111 

Ovil Defence Department 661111 

Qvfl Defence Itnmwfate 

Rescue 630341 

CSvO Defence Em ergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade- 891228 

Blood Bank - 775121 

Highway RoBce 843402 

Traffic Pofice - 896390 

Pobfic Security D epar tm en t 630321 

Hoed Comptamts 605800 

Price Conqnainm 661176 

Water and Sewerage 
CompUats.................^..-- 897467 

Amman Munidpafity 

Complaint* 787111 

Telephone Information 

(mrcaory a m fctapo c ) 121 

CtenemC&Ib 010230 

General Amman Telephone 
Repairs . ....... ...... 623101 

AM&H Telephone Repairs 661101 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .. 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity AiObority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company - 6 36381 

RJ Flight lafocmieiofl 08-53200 

Queen Afia IntL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


Amal Hospital I 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZaiqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital M Q»|!MQ560 

Dm aina Hospital (09)986732 

Ai Mob Mona Heqphal (09)990990 

OtUk 

Princess Basra Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek CatboBc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AlNafoesHospUal (02)247100 

AQABA.- 

Princess H&ya Hospital .... (03)314111 


1838 Dhahrani 

.1838 Cano | 

1838 Aqabo 

18?48 „ NewDeSri 

HriS ............... Karachi, Dotal 

^ 1 fint ni il> (| 

1U38 Beirut 

1738 London 

1*88 .... New York. Amsterdam 
&3S Frankfurt, Vienna 


MARKET PUCK 

Banana 500 / 

Banana (Mnkammir) ~~ 550 / 


Otfrar Plights (Tnrnilnal 2) 


1138 Sanaa! 

ItflB .... — Paris ( 

193ft Rome, Betrat (, 


AMMAN: 

Huaaem Medical Centro 813813/32 

KhaBcfi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Am*.... 642441/2 

Jabd Amman Maternity 642362 

Miihas.J. Amman .....636140 

Pakstme. S hmcisani 664171/4 

Shmefeua Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital 667227/9 

Iheldanuc, AMab 666127/37 

AI-AMi. AbdaU 664164/6 

ftaian, Al-Mubajreen 777101/3 

Al-Baahir, J. Ashrafiefa 775111/26 

Army, Mark* 891611/15 

Queen A£a Hospital 602240®) 


Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

CanEflower 

Chambers (large) - 

Cnc nmbcn (amain 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghta 
(Terminaf 1) 


*7:15 Beirut ( 

ftfcftft Aqaba ( 

123ft Vienna ( 

1235 Braatefc, London ( 

123ft .... Ams te rd am , New York ( 

123*5 Rome. Madrid j 

1238 Geneva, Parisr 

1325 ...................... Frankfurt ( 

21*8 Jeddah 

2238 Ata Dhabi, Dubai ( 

2238 — Bahrain, Doha ( 


This kdbrmatioa a supplied by Royal 
Jordaoout (RJ) faformotina deparr- 
meat ettbe Queen AS* Iaternatnoal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where Jr 
ahead ahnyt he aerified. 


Garac (green) .. 

, Lemon 

Marrow (large) 
Marrow (smaH) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green).. 


Peaches 1. 

Peas. 


r Potato ! — * 

Radnfa 

S y ■- 

Tomato 


lib per kg. 
m. 700/600 
- 500/450 
.. 550 / 500 
_ 500/250 
32V25D 

no/M 

_. 22V 160 
>10/80 
w 100/50 
100/50 
160/70 
„ 320/250 
„ 600 / 500 
...100/50 
_ 170/120 
_ 140/80 
^.15*100 
400/250 
J 7J0/62O. 

33V 260 
.780/23) 

„ 280/220 
..JW/1S0 ! 
J 150/100 
. J7C7 100. : 
100/80 




A Likud government led by >' 
Menahem Begin returned - tbe 
Sinai to Egypt in 1982 as part of 
tbe 1979 Camp David agreement. 
But in 1981, Mr. Begjn's govern- 
ment “annexed” the Golan . 
Heights to Israel and the current 
Likud government has declared 1 
the Heights non-negotiable. 

But Mr. Herzog noted that Mr. 
-Begin was a member of the 
“national umty”goveranient of 
die time and was therefore' party 
to the agreement, to return the 
Golan Heights. 

'let us remember one flung,” 
Mr. Heizog said, “The Israeli 
I government, which included the 
I late Menahem Begin sug- 
gested returning Sinai to the - 
Egyptians for diMtnameiit and 
peace and Golan to Syria for 
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KING WATCHES MILITARY EXERCISE — ms Majesty 

King Hussein, accomp ani ed by EBs Royal Highness Prince All Ben 
Al Hussein, Thursday watched a military exercise carried oat by 
formations of the 12th Mechanised Division and the 5th Armoured 
Division. Upon arrival at the «wri» site, the Bug was received 
by the Armed Farces chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Sfarft Field 
Marshal Fatbi Aim Taleb, thief of Staff of land forces, chief of staff 
of the Royal Air Force, assistants to the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the inspector general. The King was briefed by 
the confanander of the 12th Division on the stages of training and 
the units taking part. The King watched the progress of the 
training activities carried out by the wnik participating in the 
exercise. Later, the King inspected the units «*h* formations 
part in the exercise and t h anked them for their great efforts and 
remarkable skills dem o nstr at ed during the exercise. The King 
lauded the high standard of participants and expressed his pride in 
and appreciation to foe Armed Forces. The King said, “Our 
forebeads wffl remain high* We will continue to perform our duties 
in the best maimer towards oar nation, country and the futui e 
generations. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Sweden 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday sent a 
cable to King Carl Gustav of Sweden congratulating him on his 
country's national day and wishing him continued good health and 
happiness and the Swedish people further progress and prosper- 
ity. ... 

Prince conveys condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of . His Majesty King Hussein, Friday 
visited Al Masri family and offered condolences to them over the 
death of Fawwaz Hikmat Al Masri T who passed away Saturday, 
May 30 at the age of 45. 

Royal Court chief returns home 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Court Chief Khalid Knralri Friday 
returned home from Rabat, where be delivered a message from 
His Majesty King Hussein to King Hassan II of Morocco. The 
message deals with bilateral relations and Arab and Islamic 
issues. 

Tunisian police delegate arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Tunisian polioe delegate Thursday arrived 
here on a four-day official visit to Jordan for talks with Jordanian 
Public Security Department officials on police issues. The 
delegation will visit the Reformatory and Rehabilitation Centre to 
get first-hand information on Jordan’s experience in the field of 
reform and rehabilitation. 

Aqaba port releases figures 

AQABA (Petra) — Aq aba-port bandied 6.589 million tonnes of 
incoming and outgoing goods during the first five months of this 
year, according to. Director General of the Ports Corporation 
Dureid Mahasneh. The port- also received 906 ships during the 
r ep ort i ng period. Dr. Mahasneh said. He noted that the corpora- 
tion collected ID 16.283 million during the reporting period, thus 
achieving an increase of JD 2.397 million daring the same period 
in 1991. 

Bridges to close to traffic Sunday 

AMMAN (Petra) — King Hussein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges on the River Jordan will be dosed to traffic Sunday, 
according to Public Security Department sources. The sources 
called on passengers who registered with Al Israa, Yacoob 
Hasbern and Aiwa Bint Al Hareth schools to go to the King 
Hussein Bridge Thursday June 4. People who registered then- 
names at Um Salma School in Salt or at the Irbid Riot Police (Al 
Najda) are asked to go to the bridge next Monday June 8, the 
department said. It also called on people who reserved to leave 
through Zarqa Pofice Station to go to. the bridge next Tuesday 
June 9. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by five Malaysian artists at the 
National Gaflery of Fine Arts, Jabal Luwdbdeh. 

☆ ExMh Mo n-of patottogi by AH TalA and Rafe* Nasfri at Abdul 
Hnwwl sbiMM Foundation Ga ll er y — (10 am. - 5 p.m.). 

☆ Plastic art exfrihition by 40 Jordanian artists entitled “An Artist 
and a Painting” at Butorina Art Gallery, Gardens Street. 

☆. Exhibition of handicrafts, gifts, leather prodncts, scents, food 
and sweets at the Amman Plaza Hotel. 
if CxtribStioa of by Issara Tantawl at foe Phoenix 

GaBexy for Experimental Arts. 

LECTURE 

# Lecture entitled “Yemen — ■ An ArcUtednral Jomey” by 
Dr. h«m Faflri, ass oc ia te professor of architecture at the 
Unfrershy of Jordan, at the Goethe Institute — 7 p~m. 

SYMPOSIUM 

☆ Symposium, to Arabic on the Great Arab Revolt at the 
- S cientific and Qdtnral Centre of Abdul Hanaeed Shomaa 

Foundation — 6 p.m. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker is briefed port for foe restoration projects in the occupied 

by a popular committee created to provide sup- territories 

Restoration committee to embark on 
campaign to support fund-raising efforts 


Minister of environment 
describes Jordan’s role 
at the Earth Summit 


AMMAN — A popular commit- 
tee created in Jordan recently to 
help provide support to His 
Majesty King Hussein’s drive to 
provide protection and restora- 
tion for the Islamic and Christian 
holy places in Palestine is 
embarking on a nationwide cam- 
paign to rally support and raise 
fund for this cause. 

Chairman and members of the 
committee’s executive board, led 
by Dr. Bassam Al Saket, briefed 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker on this {dan, outlining 
means for collecting donations at 
the local, pan-Arab and Islamic 
and friendly countries’ levels. 

The committee has created a 
special bureau and sub- 
committees to undertake this pro- 
ject in various govemorates and 
in cooperation with trade unions, 
commercial and industrial sectors 
and charitable organisations. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education announced 
Wednesday that it is opening 132 
summer dubs for its students in 
various govemorates to offer the 
participants an opportunity to 
conduct Various 'recreational acti- 
vities and learn skills that will 
benefit their futnres. 

The four- week summer gather- 
ings wiO group nearly 18,000 stu- 
dents from the secondary as well 
as foe basic educational school 
stages to be supervised by special- 
ised teachers who will help guide 
them in their various activities, 
ministry officials said in a state- 
ment. 

Director of the Summer Activi- 
ties Department at the Ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation officials 
have warned that rain water 
which fell in the past winter sea- 
son in Jordan fed for short from 
replenishing underground water 
aquifers ana called on the public 
to rationalise water consumption 
as best as possible. 

Between 1989 and 1991, a total 
of 510 million cubic metres of 
water were drawn from the 
Amman-Zarqa water basins. Car 
exceeding the 240 million cubic 
metres allowed for consumption, 
noted Dr. Jamil Rashdan, direc- 
tor of the miiristry’s Water Re- 
sources Studies Department. 

In the past year, Jordan’s total 
water consumption for all pur- 
poses was estimated at 832 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water, but 


AMMAN (Petra) — A three-day 
Jordanian conference on civil en- 
gineering concluded here Thurs- 
day and participants adopted a 
number of recommendations 
aimed at upgrading perform- 
ance of engineers and engineer- 
ing p lannin g. 

Participants recommended that 
student engineers receive practic- 
al training in running and plan- 
ning projects, as well as helping 
in implementing of contracts to 
avoid a host of problems which i 
might surface upon the imple- 
mentation of a certain project. 

They also stressed the need for 
taking into consideration the im- 
plementation methods upon mak- 
ing a design for a certain en- 
gineering project in order to 
avoid any differences attributable 
to shortcomings in the designs. 

Participants also recommended 
that the current methods fol- 
lowed when offering a tender to 
carty out an engineering project 
be reconsidered with a view to 
taking into account all aspects, 
patictdarly technical aspects and . 
not only financial aspects. 

They proposed that the current 
methods of offering tenders, 
whereby tenders are offered to 


according ro Dr. Saket. 

The executive bureau briefed 
Sharif Zeid on the various efforts 
taken so far in this concern, the 
public response to the commit- 
tee's endeavours and the King's 
initiative to provide for the res- 
toration of the Holy Dome of the 
Rock in Arab Jerusalem. 

King Hussein last month 
announced that he was donating 
$8.75 million to help finance the 
restoration of the Dome of the 
Rock now in need of repair. 
Jordan has announced that res- 
toration of the holy places in 
Arab Jerusalem and Palestine is 
its own responsibility and would 
not tolerate any interference on 
the part of international organisa- 
tions or other parties. Any funds 
donated towards the restoration 
of the holy places, Jordan said, 
should be channelled through a 
special Jordanian government 


of Education, Asbour Shihdeh, 
said in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that during 
the four weeks of July, the stu- 
dents will undertake sports prog- 
rammes and scientific, technical, 
religious and musical courses and 
will be offered training in dress- 
making, typing, computer scien- 
ce, artificial flower arrangements, 
knitting and beautician skills. 

In addition, be said the stu- 
dents will have access to daily 
newspapers and will read books 
from the library to be installed in 
each dub. The students will also 
be taken cm tours of various 
scientific and archaeological sites 
and will watch documentary films 
and listen to lectures, said Mr. 


according to Dr. Rashdan, this 
amount will increase progressive- 
ly with the growth of population, 
which now stands of 3.6 per cent 
annually, the increase of the agri- 
cultural land requiring water for 
irrigation, the growth of indus- 
trialisation and the increased 
needs of more than 300,000 ex- 
patriates who returned from the 
Gulf. 

The country's population by 
the end of the century is expected 
to be around 5.25 million in 
which case die country would 
need at least 360 million cubic 
metres of water for drinking pur- 
poses by the end of the century, 
up from 255 million in 1991, said 
Dr. Rashdan. Referring to the 
country’s dams, which store rain 


the lowest bidder, are not practic- 
al and result in many problems 
upon the implementation of the 
projects. 


committee undertaking the res- 
toration work and caring for the 
holy sites. 

The popular committee was set 
up in Jordan soon after King 
Hussein announced that Jordan 
was duty-bound to undertake the 
restoration work. 

The prime minister welcomed 
the committee's programmes, 
noting that its work was a noble 
act designed to safeguard the holy 
places in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

Sharif Zeid expressed the gov- 
ernment’s deep appreciation of 
the committee’s endeavours, 
urging the committee members to 
pursue plans to achieve the noble 
objective. 

On the executive board serving 
with Dr. Saket are Raouf Abu 
Jaber, Asem Ghosheh, Sami 
Irsbeidat, Zaki Al Ghoul, Elia 
Nuqul and Suleiman Daoud 
Suleiman. 


According to Mr. Asbour, the 
ministry will on July 3 open Al 
Hussein Camp for students 
wishing to undertake framing in 
construction work. A total of 120 
students from the secondary stage 
will be accepted in this special 
course to be organised at the Al 
Rabbeh Agricultural School near 
Karak, said Mr. Asbour. 

He said that these students will 
be expected to build walls, pave 
courtyards of a school and con- 
duct social and cultural activities 
dnring the four-week camp. The 
students, said Mr. Asbour, will 
be provided with overalls for 
work and mil be transported dai- 
ly to the work place and back. 


water for irrigation. Dr. Rashdan 
said that the collected 108 million 
cubic metres are not sufficient for 
irrigation purposes in light of the 
continued growth of irrigation 
needs. 

In general, he said, the six 
water basins in the Kingdom are 
fruang continuous drain and there 
is danger of increased levels of 
salinity in the water pumped from 
artesian wells. 

Referring to measures taken by 
the ministry to control water re- 
sources, Dr. Rashdan noted that 
ministry teams conduct weekly 
and monthly monitoring of the 
water resources and water net- 
works in summer and winter. He 
said that 750 springs of water are 
among the various sources placed 
under strict surveillance to ensure 
safe water for drinking purposes. * 

Dr. Rashdan estimated the tot- 
al annual average of rain water 
felling on Jordan’s area 90,000 
square kms, at 8,424 million cubic 
metres and that of the past winter 
at 13,008 million cubic metres. 


AMMAN (Petra ) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat Friday called on the 
world community to address the 
indebtedness problems of the 
Third World countries. 

Addressing the Earth Summit, 
whitii started its meetings in Rio 
de Janeiro Wednesday. June 3. 
Dr. Tubeishat said that poor and 
underprivileged countries cannot 
protea the environment and its 
components without receiving the 
necessary help to achieve a ba- 
lanced and sustainable develop- 
ment capable of easing the in- 
creasing pressure on the environ- 
ment. 

Dr. Tubeishat called for addi- 
tional financial appropriations to 
assist the developing countries in 
sustaining development and con- 
sequently contributing towards 
protecting the earth. He stressed 
the importance of concluding an 
international convention on di- 
mate and biological diversity, 
saying that such a connection is a 
must if the planet is to be pro- 
tected. The minister also under- 
lined the importance of setting up 
a green fund to counter the deser- 
tification and drought problems 
and called on the industrialised 


AMMAN (Petra) — The popular 
committee which supports the 
Palestinian uprising Friday staged 
a sit-in in front of the United 
Nations office in Shmeisani in 
Amman to protest the Israeli 
curfew on the Gaza Strip. 

In an appeal issued by the 
committee, it called on the inter- 
national community to intervene 
immediately with a view to re- 
moving the Israeli curfew on the 
Palestinian people in the Gaza 
Strip and to force Israel to adhere 
to the international legitimacy 
and to implement the Geneva IV 
Convention on the protection of 
civilians in times of war, as well as 
all the resolutions recognising the 
inalienable rights of the Palesti- 
nian people, including their 
right to repatriation, self- 
determination and the establish- 
ment of their own, independent 
state on their national soil. 

The committee condemned the 
Oppressive Israeli measures 
against the Palestinian people in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
voiced support for the Palestinian 
people's straggle and the Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

The committee called on the 
United Nations Security Council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Arab 
League-sponsored meeting on 
educational programmes for stu- 
dents in the occnpied Arab terri- 
tories ended in Amman, with the 
delegates calling for upgrading 
radio and television programmes 
beamed to the occupied Arab 
territories for the benefit of the 
Arab students there. 

The five-day meeting, attended 
by countries neighbouring the 
occupied Arab lands of Palestine, 
said that an Arab League com- 
mittee charged with preparing 
such programmes, together with 
the concerned Arab countries. 
Ought to increase the time of 
radio and television programmes, 
focusing more and more attention 
on scientific matters and cultural 
education to offset Israel's 
attempts to distort Arab culture. 

The participants, from Jordan, 
Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Leba- 
non, said that they would open 
the door for more cooperation 
with Al Quds Open University, 
now temporarily headquartered 
in Amman. 

The meeting urged the Arab 
League Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(ALESCO) to work out an inte- 
grated plan for the production of 


countries to transfer technology 
to the developing countries to 
enable them to cope with econo- 
mic development without jeopar- 
dising the environment. 

Dr. Tubeishat stressed that 
Jordan directs special attention to 
the environment and referred to 
the national strategy for the pro- 
tection of the environment which 
Jordan recently announced. He 
noted that Jordan will include 
environmental education in the 
school curricula to sensitise stu- 
dents to the importance of pro- 
tecting the environment. 

Talking about Jordan's en- 
deavours to protect its environ- 
ment, Dr. Tubeishat said that 
Jordan was setting natural re- 
serves and had drafted a law for 
the protection of the environ- 
ment. Moreover, he said Jordan 
is pressing ahead with land re- 
clamation, increasing the arable- 
land providing sanitary services. 
He voiced Jordan's concern for 
the environment, saying that it 
looks forward to a world domin- 
ated by justice and equality. 

“The world that Jordan looks 
forward to is a world that can 
achieve a balanced development 
which takes into consideration 
the right of present and future 


to act immediately and send in- 
ternational forces to protea the 
Palestinian people, and to send 
an investigation committee to 
probe the Israeli encroachments 
of human rights covenants and 
declaration. It also called for 
forcing Israel to respect the Un- 
ited Nations resolutions on the 
Palestine question and to with- 
draw completely from all the 
Arab territories, occupied since 
1967, including Jerusalem, and to 
freeze the building of Israeli set- 


television programmes designed 
to provide protection to the Arab 
children of Palestine from illitera- 
cy. 

The meeting, which opened in 
Amman last Sunday, reviewed an 
Arab League report on educa- 
tional programmes for Palesti- 


'generalions in a safe, secure and 
stable world where nobody can 
exploit the other and where the 
environment can be protected 
rather than deslrucied or overex- 
hausted," Dr. Tubeishat said. 

He referred to the Stockholm 
Conference, which was held in 
1972, saying that the conference 
gave every human being the right 
to a healthy, productive environ- 
ment. sufficient food, decent 
housing, clean water and fresh 
air. The minister voiced hope that 
the Rio meeting would come up 
with a declaration committing the 
worid countries to work together 
to protea the planet we all live 
on. 

The minister pledged Jordan's 
support of the summit's resolu- 
tions and said Jordan would 
cooperate in implementing such 
resolutions. 

He pointed out that Jordan's 
stand on environmental issues 
had been spelled out at the Pek- 
ing Ministerial Conference on 
Environment and Development, 
which was held in June 1991. the 
Arab Declaration on Environ- 
ment and Development, issued 
on Sept. 12, 1991, and the Kuala 
Lumpur Ministerial Conference 
held in April 1992. 


dements. 

The committee appealed to all 
international organisations, parti- 
cularly the International Red 
Cross and the World Health 
Organisation to save the lives of 
thousands of Arab citizens whose 
lives are being threatened. 

The committee’s secretary- 
general, Mamdouh A( Abbadi. 
called on the world community to 
support the Palestinian uprising 
and lift the curfew being imposed 
now on the Gaza Strip. 


nian students, reports by the par- 
ticipating countries on their 
efforts in providing education to 
(he Palestinian students and pro- 
cedural matters and it decided 
that the next meeting be held in 
Cairo in the second half of 
November 1992. 



The 

Amman Baccalaureate School 

SUMMER PROGRAMME 
( 1992 ) 

(SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT) 



Courses: Languages (Arabic, English, 

French) 

Activities: Computer, maths S.A.T., 
dance, drama, music. 
Sports: Swimming, football, tennis, 
squash, basketball, skating. 



For further information 
please call 845572, Summer Programme Section 
June 20, 1992 - July 16, 1992 
Saturday through Thursday 
9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 


Ministry to open educational summer clubs 

Ashour. 


Ministry calls for water conservation 


Engineering conference concludes 


Palestinian committee protests Gaza curfew 



A Palestinian committee Friday stages a protest of the Gaza Strip 
curfew (Petra photo). 


Arab League calls for upgrading radio, TV 
programmes in occupied Arab territories 
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Earthly concerns 


U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali tried to set the right 
tone of the Earth Summit, that opened in Rio de Janeiro on 
June 3, when be told die United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development that the rich nations of the 
world were to Marne for the rising of the Earth's tempera- 
ture — the greenhouse effect — while the poor countries 
were to blame for the destruction of the planet’s resources. 
“The Earth is sick from underdevelopment and sick from 
excessive development,” Dr. Ghali told delegates from over 
170 countries. He went on to warn that “acting against 
poverty is a way of protecting environment,*' since most, if 
not all, economic catastrophes are ecological. 

There is a great deal of common sense in what the U.N. 
secretary general told the conferees in Brazil because there 
is dearly a plausible link of some sort between development 
and ecology. It is a weO-known and documented fact that the 
industrial countries of the world are responsible, in the most 
part, for the destruction to planet Earth. The industrial 
giants even admit this irrefutable fact. 

Yet, with aD fairness, the developing countries are fast 
emulating the developed countries in polluting the environ- 
ment by embarking on crash plans to industrialise and 
develop economically without much concern for the ecolo- 
gical implications of their actions. 

At the same time the rich nations of the world which still 
continue to be the prime culprits in dangerously polluting 
the Earth’s atmosphere, waters and soil with their industrial 
wastes must be held more accountable for the damage that 
they bad caused by first calling on them to foot the bin for 
environmental protection indnding reversing the damage 
already caused to the environment. It has been estimated 
that no less than $600 billion is needed to d ean our planet 
and rectify the colossal environmental damage. The de- 
veloped countries must thereforebear the brunt of the effort 
to finance the H eaning^ campaign for mother Earth 
they themselves have hrfact beenthe main contributors to 
the world’s environmental catastrophe. 

As the negotiators at the conference r ep resenting the 
entire comity of nations have been called upon to zero in on 
seven specific issues, ranging from global warming to ocean 
pollution and forest protection, there must be a quid pro 
quo agreement between the developed and underdeveloped 
countries. According to such agreement, the developing 
nations would honour a clearly defined commitment not to 
repeat the mistakes of the developed countries by putting 
environmental concerns high on the priority list, and the 
rich countries would in turn be called upon to fund the 
efforts for rleanmg the environment from the negative 
conseqnences of their economic and industrial development. 

With more than 100 heads of state expected to participate 
in the Rio de Janeiro summit, there is now a rare historic 
opportunity to translate all these aspirations into reality. 
Future generations will not forgive ns if this occasion to save 
Earth is allowed to falter. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAELI PROVOCATIONS against Syria are linked to the 
U.N. moves to eliminate all scientific and nuclear capabilities 
from the region in general and Iraq in particular, said A1 Ra’i 
daily. The destruction of the Iraqi weapons and the Iraqi scientific 
installations by the U.N. teams is opening the .way for Israel to 
have a free hand in launching aggression on neighbouring Syria, 
to kill any attempt on the part of that country to build up a 
scientific base for nuclear weapons or for other technological 
advance, the paper said. Of course now that Iraq is under 
embargo, Syria will be alone in feeing the Israeli onslaught and 
Israel's continued efforts to maintain a weak Arab Nation, the 
paper added. It said that Jordan had warned the Arabs before, 
during and after the Gulf crisis that Israel was determined to carry 
out its plots at all costs and that Israel was choosing to finish off the 
might of Arab countries one by one with the help of the colonial 
powers. This time, we once again call on the Arabs to be vigiliant 
and take steps towards solidarity and building a national stand in 
defence of Syria and the Arab homeland, the paper said. Arab 
countries which wre aligned behind the U.S. and its allies in the 
Gulf crisis should reconsider their position now and should not 
serve as pawns in the hands of the U.S. administration and its 
allies to help Israel achieve its objectives in the Arab world, the 
paper demanded. Above all the current provocations against 
Syria, which pave the ground for another aggression, should be 
dealt with at the international level, where the Arabs should urge 
Washington to induce the Security Council to take some kind of 
action to deter Israel, it said. Any further delays in re-establishing 
true solidarity among the Arab countries, said the paper, will 
ultimately deal a devastating blow to the Arab World at large. 


Al Dustour dwelt on Israel’s blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip’s 
750,000 inhabitants. The current, unprecedented siege brings to 
mind the blockade imposed on the Arabs of the occupied Arab 
lands during the Gulf war and is designed to starve the people of 
the Gaza Ship and subdue them to the will of the Israeli leaders, 
said the daily. Israel’s human right violations are being condoned 
by western nations and the United Nations, and no one is lifting a 
finger in the West’ in defence of the civilian population and their 
rights, the paper added. Slogans on human rights, which we hear 
in the West, are not applicable to the Arabs, in general, and the 
Palestinian Arabs, in particular as it shows from the world’ 
treatment of the Palestinian question, the paper added. The 
consuls general of western nations who were called out from 
Jerusalem to witness the Israeli atrocities against the Arabs in 
Gaza, said the paper, seemed to be in collusion with the Israeli 
government and aid not raise a voice in protest. It said that the 
Security Council, which is supposed to keep peace and protect 
oppressed peoples of the world, is not doing anything at all to lift 
the siege. Worst of all, said the paper, the Arab and the Islamic 
Worlds are neglecting their duty towards their kinsmen under 
Israeli occupation. 


The need to reform the PLO 


By Lamb Andoni 


PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
brief disappearance when his 
plane crashed in the Libyan de- 
sert in early April has under- 
scored more forcefully than ever 
the urgent need for political and 
organisational reforms in the 
Palestinian national movement. 


That incident, which left 
Palestinian officials in Tunis 
panicstricken for 15 hours, has 
not only alerted the Palestinians 
to die in-fighting that could erupt 
m the absence of a mechanism to 
elect a new leader, more signifi- 
cantly, it has also exposed the 
state of disarray of PLO institu- 
tions. Without doubt, the death 
of a leader of Mr. Arafat's stature 
would be a serious blow to any 
nation stru gg ling for independ- 
ence. In the Palestinian case, the 
blow would have come at a time 
when the Palestinians’ very right 
of nationhood is being challenged 
by both Israel and the United 
States. 


ise Palestinian institutions to en- 
sure the continuity of the mover 
ment, particularly if the peace 
process remains deadlocked. Re- 
forms are also crucial to consoli- 
date the Palestinian negotiating 
position and undercut efforts to 
marginalise the PLO’s role in the 
peace process after its physical 
exclusion from the talks. After 
all, the PLO stands little chance 
of asserting its role if it looses its 
credibility among its constituen- 
cy, something that would under- 
mine support for the Palestinian 
negotiating team and its efforts to 
impose the Palestinian right to 
self-determination on the agenda 
of the peace process. 


fojr the PLO leadership, particu- 
larly as disillusionment with the 
talks is s pre ad in g. Tins factor 
does not rely solely on the effi- 
ciency of the negotiating team but 
rests heavily on the efficiency and 
representativeness of the struc- 
ture of PLO bodies and institu- 
tions. Therefore it is no surprise 


has not prompted a shift in alle- 
giance among the Palestinians in 
the territories but open criticism 
of the organisation is becoming 
the norm. 


Institutional decline 


The immediate rfmiiwip 


Although Mr. Arafat's survival 
has saved the PLO and the 
Palestinians from immediate 
catastrophe, the leadership can. 
no longer afford to avoid de- 
mands for reforms, especially- 
now that criticism of die organisa- 
tion has begun to widen inside the 
occupied territories and in the 
diaspora. 

The immediate challenge is not 
simply how to find a successor to 
Mr. Arafat — a difficult enough 
task — but rather bow to revital- 


It is no secret that the PLO 
image is already suffering among 
many Palestinians who are put off 
by financial corruption, within it 
and alienated by the ineffective 
organisational structures that 
have failed to provide avenues for 
adequate participation. And 
while it is true that the PLO’s 
support for Iraq drew severe cri- 
ticism from Palestinians in the 
Gulf and led to a decline in the 
organisation’s funds as the Gulf 
states retaliated by severing 
financial aid, it is also true that 
Mr. Arafat could have lost bis 
constituency in the occupied ter- 
ritories and in the refugee camps 
in the diaspora — toe PLO’s 
major bedrocks of support — if 
his position did not coincide with 
public opinion. 

But it is toe Palestinian per- 
formance, chiefly their negotiat- 
ing strategy, in toe peace process 
that remains the most serious test 


“Reforms are 
especially Impor- 
tant to maintain 
the continuity of 
the intifada, for 
which the revita- 
lisation and con- 
solid a tion of 
Palestinian institu- 
tions inside and 
outside the occu- 
pied territories is 
crucial.” 


that the PLO’s structure became 
more exposed and vulnerable 
when the peace process began as 
toe organisation had to maintain 
its credibility after accepting 
humiliating terms for Palestinian 
participation. Most alarmingly, 
structural shortcomings, to put it 
mildly, became more than ever 
apparent to toe people in the 
occupied territories through the 
dose interaction between the 
negotiating team and toe PLO 
leadership. Disappointment at 
toe PLO’s lack of dear planning 


The dedine of- the. role of 
Palestinian institutions, and con- 
sequently of adequate repre- 
sentation and participation, has 
been particularly rapid since the 
Israeli invasion forced the PLO 
out of its sanctuary in Lebanon 
ten years ago. Its departure from 
Beirut triggered a straggle over 
-demands for toe eradication of 
corruption and for power sharing 
which threatened to fragment the 
PLO in the 80s, especially as the 
institutions had become scattered 
across the Arab World, promp- 
ting a centralisation of power and 
financial control in the hands of 
toe leadership in Tunis, where 
Mr. Arafat ended up after Beirut. 

Consequently, it was no sur- 
prise when negotiations’ about 
reforms in toe PLO were more 
often than not reduced to deals 
between Mr. Arafat and the 
other factions over the distribu- 
tion of seats in various organisa- 
tions and money, rather than on 
rendering effective decision-mak- 
ing powers to the institutions. 
Even at the Palestine National 
Council, consensus was readied 
mainly through deals which di- 
vided quotas of representation 
and money among toe factions, 
who felt intimidated by Mr. Ara- 
fat's ability to cut toe cash off. 
Tbe result was that such deals 
most of toe time were the part of 


the agreement, at the PNC or 
other levels, that was “honoured” 
rather than commitment to the 
political resolutions that were 
supposedly agreed. 

Over the years toe factions and 
independents felt that toe role of 
PLO institutions was reduced to 
giving Mr. Arafat the go-ahead to 
pursue his individualistic style of 
leadership when it came to prac- 
tical decisions. But Mr. Arafat, 
who used both toe quotas and tbe 
money as a carrot to diffuse 
opposition, is not solely responsi- 
ble for tills state of affairs. Tbe 
factions, including' different 
groups within Fatah, in effect 
reinforced this pattern as the 
struggle for power generally over- 
shadowed substantive political 
debate. 


Elitism within the ranks 


As a result, toe role of toe 
institutions and the departments 
was eroded as real decision-mak- 
ing became confined to an ever 
narrowing inner circle. This pat- 
tern also gave way to the emerg- 
ence of an elitist school of 
thought, with prominent indi- 
viduals distancing themselves 
from toe factions they were sup- 
posed to represent. The dedine 
of toe role of toe institutions 
resulted in turn in the alienation 
of many Palestinian intellectuals 
and activists who feared ending 
up wasted bureaucrats in PLO 
offices. 

Although Mr. Arafat himself 
has never been a c cused of leading 
a corrupt life, he has tolerated 
extravagant behaviour in the cir- 


cles airound him. The PLCTs 
money, unfortunately, has not 
only attracted parasites, it has, 
perhaps often inadvertently, led 
to corruption and to a .certain 
standard of living among top offi- 
cials which has provoked envy in 
those who have not been able to 
benefit from it Most ala rming ly, 
toe privileged strata within the 
organisation are those roost likely 
to resist calls for change. They 
have drifted far away from tbe 
revolutionary ideals that char- 
acterised the movement in its 
early years. 

It is easily and honestly argued 
that the PLO remains more 
democratic and less corrapt than 
most Arab governments, and that 
dwelling on the subject at this 
stage could only serve the 
Palestinians’ enemies. Whatever 
the truth of such assertions, tbe 
longer this situation is allowed to 
continue, and this article only 
exposes the tip of an iceberg, toe 
harder it will be to save toe PLO 
from disintegration. Reforms are 
especially important to maintain 
toe continuity of toe intifada, for 
which tbe revitalisation and con- 
solidation of- Palestinian institu- 
tions inside the outside the occu- 
pied territories is crucial. 

Change from within the orga- 
nisation, it has to be said, has 
never seemed to be just around 
toe comer, so many impediments 
have been erected over the years. 
But few Palestinian activists are 
unaware that the destruction of 
the PLO will signal a catastrophic 
setback for toe national struggle. 

This article also appeared in 
tbe Middle East International. 


Lebanon confrontation enters dangerous phase 


By Alan Eisner 

Renter 


WASHINGTON — The con- 
frontation between Israel and Ira- 
nian-backed Hizbollah guerrillas 
in South Lebanon has entered a 
particularly dangerous phase in 
advance of Israel’s June 23 elec- 
tion, officials and analysts say. 

Officials and diplomats said 
Washington and moderate Arab 
states like Egypt and Saudi Ara- 
bia were working hard to rein in 
all parties, fearing tbe jsituation is 
ripe for explosion. 

U.S. officials believe that 
neither Israel nor Syria, toe main 
outside players in Lebanon, want 
a major confrontation. 

But events could get out of 


control, especially in the 
approach to toe Israeli election in 
winch Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, running on a tough 
nationlist platform, is lagging be- 
hind tbe opposition Labour Party 
in the polls. 

There is a precedent. 

In 1981, Mr. Shamir's pre- 
decessor, Menachem Begin, 
launched a bold air strike on an 
Iraqi nuclear reactor outside 
Baghdad three weeks before an 
election. It succeeded and Mr. 
Begin scraped to victory over 
Labour in thd polls. Many 
analysts believe toe attack made 
the difference between Victory 
and defeat. 

“Neither Israel nor Syria is. 
tookmg fbr confront ati on but there's 
always - a danger of miscalcula- 


tions and Hizbollah is not averse 
to heating up the situation,’' said 
one Bush administration official. 

Lebanese officials have asked 
visiting Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati to restrain 
Hizbollah (Party of God) guerril- 
las in South Lebanon after two 
weeks of dashes with Israel. 

Mr. Velayati, tbe first Iranian 
foreign minister to visit Lebanon 
in a decade, failed to give a firm 
commitment, toe officials said. 
As he pursued his talks in Beirut, 
Israeli planes broke the sound 
barrier overhead and Israeli artil- 
lery shelled Hizbollah positions. 

Mr. Velayati later restated 
ban’s' backing for Hizbollah, a 
Shiite frmdamentalist group that 
for years held western hostages in 
Beirut. 


He thanked toe Syrian-backed 
Lebanese government for back- 
ing militants fighting Israeli 
troops and allied Lebanese militia 
who hold a 15km -deep buffer 
strip in toe south. 

The region has been tense since 
Israel killed a Hizbollah leader 
and his family in February. A few 
weeks later, Islamic Jihad, gener- 
ally regarded as being part of the 
same organisation as Hizbollah, 
claimed responsibility for blowing 
up the Israeli embassy in Buenos 
Aires, killing 29 people. 

Everyone has been on ten- 
terhooks awaiting the anticipated 
Israeli reprisal. So far Israel's 
response has been relatively res- 
trained; though last week it did 
bomb a Hizbollah training base in 
eastern Lebanon near the Syrian 


border. 

Lebanon has been a running 
sore for Israel for the past two 
decades. Israel invaded in 1982, 
occupying Beirut and driving 
away Palestinian- guerrillas. But 
tbey were replaced by a new and 
even, more implacable enemy in 
toe shape of fundamentalist 
Shiite militias. 


Clovis MakSoud, former Arab 
T ambassador in Washing- 

ton who is now with American 
University in the U.S. capital, 
said there might not be a massive 
Israeli strike unless Mr. Shamir's 
position in tbe .poUs looked realty 
grim: •* 


“There trill be a . continuous 
escalation but not a major con- 
frontation... Unless Shamir really 


believes he is losing the election 
and needs to rally the country,'' 
Mr. Maksoud said. 

One Arab diplomat in 
Washington said it was dearly in 
Shamir's interest to keep the pot 
boiling since the security issue 
traditionally played into the 
hands of the right in Israeli elec- 
tions. 

But unleashing the military is a 
double-edged strand for Mr. Sha- 
mir. FGs options are limited and 
any decisive action runs the risk 
of going wrong. 

'The Israelis don’t want to act 
in a decisive manner before the 
elections but Hizbollsli is temp- 
ting the fetes,” said Stephen 
Cohen of the Montreal-based.In- 
stit ut e for Middle East Peace and 
Development. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


25 years on, Arabs are still determined 


to fight Israeli-Western occupation 


Reviewed by Elia NasraJlab 


Jordanian newspapers in toe 
past week focused attention on 
Israel's continued escalation of 
aggression on Lebanon, 25 
years after its occupation of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
and on the Earth Summit and 
domestic affairs. 

Despite the lapse of 25 years, 
of occupation and Israel's 
continued acts of aggression on 
the Arab countries, tbe Arabs 
are still determined to confront 
Israel and the Palestinians are 
determined to liberate their 
lands, said Sawt Al Shaab dai- 
ly- 

It was with the help of toe 
United States and other west- 
ern allies, that Israel in June 
1967 was able to overcome the 
joint forces of toe Arab coun- 
tries surrounding it and to 
occupy Arab lands to ensure 
further expansion, ndted the 
paper. It said that, with back- 
ing from toe United States, 
Israel had prepared for this 
aggression for a long time and 
with U.S. support it continues 
its occupation of Palestinian 
land. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
called on Arabs in general and 
the Paletinians in particular to 
never abandon arms, but con- 
tinue toe straggle to ensure toe 
return of toe occupied territor- 
ies. 

Taher A] Udwan asked how 
there could be peace when the 
Arabs hear Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir de- 
daring that Israel would not 
give up an inch of occupied 
territory. He said that the 
Israelis are continually being 
trained in the use of amts and 
are, men and women alike, 
being mobilised to carry out 
further wars on the Arabs to 
achieve Israel's dreams. 

Referring to farad's current 
a ggression on South Lebanon, 
a columnist in Al Dustour said 
that the aggression aims at eli- 
minating the armed militias 
opposing Israel's presence in 


Lebanon and evicting Syrian 
troops from toe country. 

Manes Al Razzaz said that 
farael was determined to rekin- 
dle a civil war in Lebanon to 
ensure toe involvement of all 
militias in a war that would 
save tbe Israelis toe trouble of 
confronting danger in toe 
north. 

As the war against Lebanon 
and Syria continues m South 
Lebanon, the Arabs countries 
are bolding a meeting in Am- 
man to review the outcom e of 
the live sessions of the Middle 
East peace negotiations, said 
Mahmoud Al Rimawi a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily. 

The writer said that toe 
Israelis are determined to 
abort tbe peace process, which 
has so far has achieved nothing 
and, by its latest onslaught on 
Lebanon, Israel is hoping to 
' achieve just that. 

Tbe writer said that the four 
ministers meeting in Amman 
Saturday face a tricky question 
Of whether to pursue toe peace 
efforts or not in die tight of 
Israel’s determination to pur- 
sue war on Arab lands. 

Sawt Al Shaab referred to 
the situation In Gaza, which is 
now under siege and facing 
acts of t e rr o rism and a cam- 
paign of mass arrests. Tbe 
seige is designed to isolate the 
Palestinians in Gaza, starve 
them and make them kneel in 
front of the will of tbe Zionists, 
said toe paper. 

At the same time this escala- 
tion of repression on the 
Palestinians is yet another sign 
to toe world community of 
Israel's total rejection of any 
bid to achieve peace with, the 
Arab countries and to give the 
Palestinians their rights. 

Al Dustour said that 750,000 
inhabitants of the Gaza Ship 
are now faring starvation im- 
posed on them by Israel which 
is violating human rights and 
escaping condemnation from 
the world community. 


Tbe paper said that the siege 
is condoned by toe western 
countries, which raise toe slo- 
gan of protecting human 
rights, and by the Arab and 
Islamic countries, which are 
doing nothing to help their 
kinsmen under occupation. 

Commenting on tire restora- 
tion of the Dome of the Rock in 
Jerusalem, which lately a great 
deal of controversy, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily 
said that certain Arab coun- 
tries which called on UNESCO 
to take charge of tbe restora- 
tion work by passing toe Jorda- 
nian committee responsible for 
that are offering toe Israeli 
government a golden oppor- 
tunity to impose its will and its 
rale over the Islamic sites in 
the holy city. 

Tareq Masarweh said that 
Arab countries, which were 
aligned behind the Untied 
States againt Iraq are hoping to 
ensure for themselves and their 
allies a place in tbe affairs of 
the holy shrines. He said that 
the reactionary forces in the 
Arab World are in collusion 
with Israel and tbe United 
States to destroy tbe Arab and 
Islamic shrines. 

Al Dustour daily tackled toe 
Earth Summit in Brad, no- 
thing that the rich, industrial- 
ised nations shoulder tbe ma- 
jor responsibility for the pollu- 
tion of the environment and 
the depletion of the ozone 
layer. 

The paper said that tbe 
Earth Summit faces the task of 
providing means to protect the 
earth and its environment, but 
the differences among the 
world nations are threatening 
toe conference with collapse 
and the dangerous prospect of 
codling out with no formula to 
safeguard the future genera- 
tions. 

It said that the industrialised 
nations bear toe responsibility 
for redressing tire trig mess 
tbey caused to the world. 


Mohammad Douadieh said 
it is regrettable that tire indus- 
trialised nations are trying to 
blame toe Thud World nations 
for toe damage done to toe 
world’s environment. The col- 
umnist, who writes for Al Dus- 
tour, said that the industrial- 
ised nations, which have been 
in toe practice of pillaging the 
wealth of the poor nations, are 
Conning a new world order 
characterised by evil, injustice 
and inequality and trying to 
destroy Third World nations 
with their midear and chemical 
poisons and dangerous waste. 


Dr. Mohammad Masalha, 
another columnist in Al Dus- 
tour, said that Jordan contri- 
butes its own share to tire poBu- 
‘tioo of the world’s environ- 
ment with tire growth of its 
Lndurstrialised sector. Starting 
with 420 factories in 1954, the 
country now has 6,200 indust- 
rial businesses which, although 
creating jobs and bringing in 
hard currency through exports, 
leave waste that is dangerous 
to human beings and damaging 
the environment 


The writer demanded that a 
balance be established b£ 
tween industrialised growth 
and the protection of nature 
and its resources, and strict 
control be imposed of factories 
to ensure a safer environment 
for the human beings. 

Saleh Al QaOab, a columnist 
in Al Dustour commented on 
toe Israeli president’s recent 
statements in which he stressed 
that Israel was helping the 
western nations to confront tbe 
Islamic fundamentalism and 
preventing it from treatening 
western interests in toe region. 

The writer said that by 
accusing Islam of posing a 
threat to toe West, Israel is 
trying to maintain its role as a 
frontline port in the face of the 
Arab countries and is aiming to 
secure more assistance to help 
the Zionists occupy more Arab 


territories. 

Qallab’s views are backed by 
bis colleague in Al Dustour, 
Manes Al Razzaz, who said 
that Israel was appointing itself 
as a watch dog against Islamic 
feodamentalism not to please 
tire West, but rather to black- 
man western nations into giv- 
ing it more help in' toe face of 
tbe Arab World. 

Israel is playing this game 
now that it has lost its strategic 
importance for toe West after 
toe downfall of tire Soviet 
empire, said the writer. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily 
said that Jordan is considered . 
aa oasis of stability in there-, 
gjoo, enjoying interna! secur- 
ity, with its society free of 
organised crime. Ahmad Al 
Misleh said the country is not 
safe from crimes which 'occur 
in any society in the world, but 
the public has toe right to 
know all facts about crimes. 
The writer said if toe facts are 
concealed tire public will fall 
victim to all kinds of rumours 
that are harmful to any society. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
criticised toe Jordanian news- 
papers for pubGdifag less mate- 
rial on Fridays. Mohammad 
Kawash said that on a holiday 
citizens have more time to read 
than the other days of the 
week, and it is only just and 
democratic to demand that the 
newspapers follow the practice 
of other countries which pub- 
lish more reading material on 
holidays for tire benefit of the 
readers. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i de- 
manded that the gover nm ent 
and concerned lastifcatiuu find 
ways for hoping students pass 
their Bw> riming the summe r 
holidays which have already 
started. Nazih, who writes in 
Al Ra'i daily, said he noted 
that the newspapers in Jordan 
have been calling for some 
kind of action on the part of 
the government, bat little re- 
sponse has materialised. 


He said that the youth have 
nothing to do during the holi- 
days except eat, drink and go 
to tire movies. There is real 
need for tbe youth to be in- 
volved in useful activities, be- 
nefiting their society, he said. 

Nazih also demanded that 
the governments end the prac- 
tice of restricting the movement 
and travel of its ciu pto jus 
abroad. He said preventing a 
government employee from 
travelling abroad without prior 
approval from his department 
is a violation of personal free- 
dom. The procedure, he said, 
was adopted when tire people 
were trying to find jobs abroad 
draining tire country’s skilled 
workfo r ce, but now that the 
country has a surplus of skilled 
people, restricting travel is of 
no use. 

Another writer in a Al Ra’i 
voiced dismay at tire practice 
of cancelling his daily columns. 
Fakhri. Kawar said that on 
many occasions the editor 
dumped his cahmms under the 
pretext that they contained 
something that mtybt draw dis- 
satisfaction from the govern- 
menL Under the umbrella of 
democracy, one has tire right 
to free expres si on he said, that 
be would like never to be 
absent form the daily newspap- 
er which keeps him m contact 
with his readers. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab praised the governmen t 
for introdadmg the M-caBcd 
inspection practice to ensure 
that all government offices 
abide by regulations and seek 
to serve public interest 

Ahmad Dabbas raid that the 
CTeation of such a force was 
bound to fight co rru p ti on 
preventing imbalances in the 
public administration system. 
Dabbas said that what tbe in- 
spectors are required to do is 
to stop bribes, favouritism and 
abuse of public funds which 
have been rampant in- the 
country. 
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Randa Habib’s 
Corner — 


Calls you never made, 
bills you always pay 

U U aamapattr snag or taman error? Could it be a premeditated 
to collect extra loads or just a w«ii mistake of a high-tech 


Why do people have to pay doable what they consume of the 
dcctrie cnieut or telephone caHs. Many citiz e ns they receive a 
detage of inaccurate bffls that <—**■*« reach fc w n ww * figures. 
He Message is dear, if one can read betw een the lines: Yon either 
pay Or ran the risk of losing your snbecribitioa and enterhg jour 
home hi the dark. Because Mg co mp a n ie s — of Ok Bkes of the 
Jorda* Electric Power Company — have no time to review a 
mjffilniMH MB. 

One example of teas of such cases is when yon receive a bill for 
JD 168,400 to cover electric expenses for an office that had been 
shot down three months before. 

“Pay feat and then argue,” you hear when yon attempt to 
r*pl«fa d is an error. Whatever you do, payment conies first. 

One would wonder why the elec tric company systematkaBy 
ton e s MBs for previous months. And, why fee is always 

asked to prove feat he had already paid a NB in doubt. Why 
doesn’t fee company have a registered fist that would undoubtedly 
identify whether a MB had been paid? And when yon want to ent 
short a long way of haggling over a would-be lost case, you wffl aid 
■P losing all. For whatever penny yon give np for fee “treasury” 
wffl become pofafic fends. 

Now, if yon want to retrieve the extra fends yon pay, yon wffl 
have to SB in a “ht” application wife so many x feat it 

may take yon at least , two days. The process of getting back fee 
fends wffl take several months. And by fee time yon, supposedly, 
collect money for a MB yon did not have to pay, yon wffl have, by 
then, paid tens of similar MBs. 


Arabs meet in Amman today 


( Con t inu ed from page 1) 

wfll boost the hardliners on the 
eve of the Israeli elections. 

Arab leaders, it seems, are 
hoping that by maintaining “a 
positive position” they will 
avoid a confrontation with 
Washington and further widen 
the rift between the U.S. and 
Israel winch has evolved after 
the U.S. suspension of S10 
million in loan guarantees to 
absorb Jewish immigrants to 
Israel. 

This attitude was dear in 
recent statements made by Mr. 
Assad who accused Israel of 
war and of attempting 
to obstruct the peace process. 

Syria, however, was ex- 
pected to seek a clear support 
for its position at the Amman 
meeting in case Israel decided 
to wage war against it or to 
force it to withdraw its troops 
from Lebanon prior to an 
Israeli pullout from Southern 
Lebanon y 

The continued Israeli milit- 
ary attacks, mostly against 
9uhe areas and Palestinian 
bases, seek to end the presence 
of pro-Iranian and Palestinian 
armed group s in Lebanon and 
to create pressure for the with- 
drawal of Syrian troops. 

These goals were part of 
other conditions that the 
Israeli delegation had pre- 
sented to the Lebanese delega- 
tion daring the fourth round of 
bilateral talks in Washington. 

Israel had already begun its 
campaign to achieve its condi- 
tions by force starting with fee 
assassination of fee leader of 
the pro-Iranian Hizbollah Par- 
ty, Sheikh Abbas Mousawi, 
who was killed together wife 
Ms family, few days before the 
fourth round of negotiations. 

Therefore, the Arab foreign 
ministers and negotiators. 
Analysts argue, will have to 
formulate a position that does 
not obstruct the peace process 
but does not encourage Israel 
to stop its policy of realising its 
goals by force away from the 
negotiating table. 

There were no indications 
on the eve of the Amman 
meeting that prior Arab con- 
tacts and consultations have 
bridged differences over the 
multilateral talks or produced 
a more coordinated Arab 
negotiating strategy. 

While Jordan and the 
Palestinians believe that by 
facilitating the peace process 
the Israeli position wOl be 
further exposed. Syria and 


Lebanon still bold the view 
that Israel has more to gam 
from Arab partiepation in the 
moltilatpral talks. 

The Palestinians had boycot- 
ted the first session of the 
multilateral talks held in Mos- 
cow in January. They later 
changed their position when 
Palestinians from the diaspora 
were admitted to the commit- 
tees of refugees and economic 
development, triggering an 
Israeli boycott. 

The Palestinians now argue 
that the multilateral commit- 
tees proved to be an effective 
forum for fee Palestinians to 
-raise sensitive issues such as 
the right of Palestinian re- 
fugees to return to their homes 
— an issue that Israel refuses 
to discuss. 

The Palestinians have , been 
■encouraged by the European 
and Japanese support feat is 
lacking at trilateral negotia- 
tions where the. U.S. is effec- 
tively fee' only power that ex- 
cerrises real influence. 

Jordan has been long of the 
view that fee multilateral talks 
could be a more effective 
forum due to the wider inter- 
national involvement that 
makes it closer to fee long- 
sought international peace 
conference. 

But Palestinian critics of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leadership's con- 
tinued authorisation of Palesti- 
nian participation in die peace 
proces s argue that fee multi- 
laterals are leading nowhere 
except for the acceleration of 
normalisation of relations be- 
tween the Arab World and 
Israel. 

But observers point out that 
it will be difficult for the PLO 
to take another stand in the 
absence of an agreed-upon 
negotiating Arab strategy. 

According to well-placed 
Arab sources, at least until last 
week, Mr. Assad was still im- 
plying, to visitors and in drti- 
beratkms wife Arab leaders, 
that he did not prefer a bindin g 
agreement feat could curb his 
margin of manouvres with fee 
U.S.. 

Mr. Assad, it seems, wants 
to be free in using his bargain- 
ing d ri p s with fee U.S. outside 
the negotiating rooms so as to 
keep direct negotiations wife 
the U.S. if problems, such as 
the Syrian presence in Leba- 
non or allegations of support- 
ing terrorism, become more 
pressing, fee sources said. 


Rabin suggests deal on Golan 


(Cootianed from page 1) 

•tand-for-peace negotiations. 

! With voting less than three 
weeks off, fee latest batch of 
^opinion polls on Friday showed 
■Labour’s lead over Mr. Shamir’s 
right-wing Likud party narrow- 
ing- 

Mr. Shamir’s gain in support is 
attributed in part to a wave of 1 
attacks in the past two weeks and 
also to a successful election 
advertisement campaign. 


Polbten for the Dahaf Agency 
ive Likud and right-wing satel- 
— « parties a majority of 62 in the 
120-member parliament, the 
Yedksth Ahrouoth daily said. 

It had a four per cent margin of 
error, wife 609 people ques- 
tioned. 

Two other pons done by Tde- . 
seker and Geocaxtograpby, both 
showed Likud and Labour Woes 
wife a 60-60 split, Yedhrih said. 
Tdeseker periled 530 people wife 
-a-four per cent margin of error 
and Geocartography questioned 


1,000 people wife aL5p& cent 
margin- 

A fourth survey c on ducted by 
pollster Hanoch Smith, found 
Labour leading LDmd by nine per 
cent of fee vote wife Likud poll- 
ing 27 per pent and Labour 36, 
fee Maariv daily repotted. 

Mr. Smith polled 550 people 
wife a four per cent margin of 
e r ror. • 

Ifis results showed Likud with 
a slight edge over Labour for 
fonning a rating coafition, wife 49 
percent compared to 44 percent. 

But 12 per cent of fee Uknd 
Hoc are ultra-orthodox parties, 
some of whose legislators could 
be peraoaded also to support a 
Labour coalition. 

Another seven per cent of vo- 
ters in Mr. Smith's poll were 
other undecided or voting for 
splinter parties which coukl also 
go either way. . 

A poD published by Ycfeofe 
Ahrouoth on May 8 gave the 
Labour bloc a 63-seat majority 
over the right-wing. 
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Arafat leaves Amman hospital 


(Conthmed from page 1) 

dais say he is expected to be back 
to work “as usual” within two 
weeks. 

Dr. Yousef Qousous told re- 
porters that Mr. Arafat was in 
“good health.” 

A limousine of medical sup- 
plies and equipment and three 
nurses preceded Mr, Arafat to 
the palace in the Hotnmar region 
outside Amman. 
v Dr. Qousous said Mr. Arafat 
needs rest. The operation Mr. 
Arafat underwent Monday was to 
remove brain dot caused by head 
bruises in April suffered in a 
plane crash in the Libyan desert. 

Earlier Friday, Mr. Arafat, in 
an interview with Jordan Televi- 
sion conducted in his hospital 
room, Mr. Arafat thanked 


Hossein ‘Tor Ms concern over my 
health situation and his care dur- 
ing my ordeal.” 

He also addressed Palestinians 
in the occupied territories affirm- 
ing feat “We are on a date wife 
dawn mid victory is outs.” 
According to Dr. Ashraf A1 
Kurdi, Mr. Arafat is in good 
health and doctors decided to 
discharge him from hospital. 

Dr. Kurdi. a prominent neuro- 
logist, said: “He is in a perfect 
shape and in excellent and 
wonderful spirits and therefore 
we decided to discharge him from 
hospital...” 

There was no confirmation of 
reports which said Mr. Arafat had 
accepted an invitation to spend a 
few days at fee King's palace in 


Spain probes arms dealer’s links 


(C on tin u ed from page 1) 

Investigations have focused pri- 
marily on two Libyan men identified 
as suspects in the attack. The U.N. 
Seointy Council has imposed trade 
and diplomatic sanctions against 
Libya for its failure to surrender the 
two suspects to American or British 
authorities. 

The Spanish interior ministry in 
1987 issued an order expelling Mr. 
Kassar, 46, from the country for three 
years on grounds that be threatened 
internal security and Spain's relations 
with other states. 

His alleged association with several 
European mteQigeuce agencies may 
explain why he has evaded numerous 
arrest orders in recent years, Spain's 
largest rircutaooo daBy El Pais said 
Friday. 

Mr. Kassar has served prison terms 
for narcotics trafficking m Britain. 
Germany and Italy, Spanish news 
reports- said. 

Sources dose to the Spanish inves- 
tigation told Renters on Friday die 
six-month probe had produced no- 
thing to connect Mr. Kassar to Lock- 
erbie or to the bombing earlier this 
you of the Israeli embassy in Buenos 
.Aires. 

Some press reports linked him to 
the Buenos Aires bombing in which 
29 were killed and 250 injured. 

The Syrian was also subject of a 
recent scandal in Argentina after he 
obtained an Argentine passport in an 


exceptionally short period erf time and 
local press suggested high govern- 
ment contacts were responsible. 

Last month an Argentine judge 
asked Interpol to trace and arrest Mr. 
Kassar for obtaining the passport 
under questionable circumstances. 
The passport was invalidated in late 
May. 

A Spanish spokesman said Mr. 
Kassar’s arrest in Madrid was based 
entirely on the results of Spanish 
police investigations and bad nothing 
to do with moves by any other coun- 
try. 

The spokesman said Mr. Kassar, 
known 8S the “Prince of MarbeDa” 
for his opulent lifestyle, came to 
Spain in 1980. The ministry expelled 
him in 1987 because of his involve- 
ment in selling weapons to countries 
in conflict and because of contacts 
with hardline Palestinian groups. 

He appealed successfully against 
. the expulsion but the government 
took advantage of one of his absences 
from Spun to impose a three-year 
ban on bis enterin g the country. 

When die ban e x p ir ed in 1991, Mr. 
Kassar returned to Spain. As at that 
time there was no order for his arrest 
in any country he was admitted and 
given residency, the spo ke s m a n said. 

Under Spanish law be would nor- 
mally be need after 72 boon if no 
forma! charges are brought. However 
Judge Garzon has the power to ex- 
tend the detention order if investiga- 
tions warrant. 


Israel says it is easing Gaza siege 


(Co ntinue d from page 1) 
each day, many in fee bnflding 
industry. 

Palestinians called for a U.N. 
Security Council session to dis- 
cuss tire closure. t 

The defence ministry said em- 
ployers would be responsible for 
their workers’ transport and su- 
pervisor! would be increased. 
But it barred entry to all residents 
of Nuseirat refugee camp, borne 
to tiw suspected Palestinian slab- 
ber. 

The president of the U.N.: 
Security Council has voiced con- 
cern about Israeli actions in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Bnt most Security Council 
members, meeting in a private 
session, apparently rejected 


proposals from Morocco to deliv- 
er a strong protest to Israel but 
sanctioned council President Paul 
Noterdaeme’s talks with fee 
Israeli ambassador. 

. The Palestine Liberation .Orga- 
nisation (FLO), in a letter to fee 
United Nations, said Gaza was 
completely cot off from the out- 
side world, including all its sea 
and land exits. 

PLO delegate Nassir A1 Kidwa 
also said Israel was separating 
areas in fee strip from one 
another and allowing armed set- 
tiers to block roadways within 
Gaza. 

“These practices are among the 
most repulsive, forms of coDee- 
tive punishment imaginable,’’ he 



66 As official distributors and agents for one 
of the giants of the computer industry, 
we look on DHL's Worldwide Parcel 
Express service as our direct link to the 
computer company's storeroom in Europe . 

Modern computers have so many 
components which hardly ever break down, 
so to keep them all in stock would be /m- 
practicaL However, when a system 
costing hundreds of thousands of dollars 
does develop a fault, we have to act quickly . 
A faxed order to the computer firm in 
Europe and DHL gets the part here almost 
as quickly as our engineers can strip down 
the malfunctioning computer 

Mr. Hashim Samara 
General Manager 
Computer Communications Systems (CCS). 


Managers take then- business seriously. 
They know foe tag deference that using 
DHL s air express services can make - a 
difference that can add up to millions! 
That's why DHL takes its air express 
services seriously. 

Seriously enough to invest continually m 
staff development, computer tech- 
nology and service infrastructure. 


DHL has the most extensive shpment 
tracking computer network in the 
Middle East, multi-million dollar airport 
facilities. unnvaBed customs clearance 
and exclusive access to the SNAS 
fleet of aircraft. 

With the world's largest network of 
1 .500 offices in 1 92 countries, customer 
■shipments never leave DHL's control 


from collection to their final delivery 
The results are serious advantages - 
superior speed, reliability and peace 
of mind ... that's the real difference 
when using DHL Worldwide Express 



WORLDWIDE EXPRESS 


Save water... every, drop counts! 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREKSH1 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
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£ CROWN 

i INT’L EST. 

™ Packing, shipping, i 
B forwarding, storage. ■ 
1 clearing, door-to-door l 
1 service || 
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MANDARIN SESTAtBANT ) 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open 1V30-Z30 A &00-7J:30 

ran May Is avaOaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

[TsL 66T922, Am man 

feetTuttd- 

Always Lctcd V 





IIB ORB FQUBIK SERES 
VOUK BEST CHOICE 
IN JOKDAN— 

* Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 
■Ar Keys Service 

4-Upftofetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches aft YOUR Service 

Me cca Street, behind Ptaa 
Hut, phone 82165S, Fax 

I V 4 


STLTWIO I1AIG 

, Professional Quality fo 

1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film ax 
. our Shop and get;- . 

* JVmBO pboto 

*tom30%ia vtgmtr 

‘ * 'Frmm ■ ealerft- 

me*t 2D x 39 

■ Sfegc iaa m - 
SapJc Phone: 
i'Biwd|^tekE2389l 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

1M6-23& 

. Teh 03-314415 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
bi Jordan 

IstO'rcte. Jabai Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 


Take-away i 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

. TeL 53996$ 


NC \ vJe-tvuip ant 



IDEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
FAMILIES ft BUSINESSMEN 





Hotel. Suites 


WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SERVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 


TEL: 698222 FAX: 690671 
TLX: 24054 MAQSURA JO 
'( OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
SHMEISANI - AMMAN ) 



Jordan Times 
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Tntemodonal Cuisine] 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel-6IS060 -61<0t>/ 



RESTAIMNT 


OPEN DAILY FOB 
LUNCH 8 DINNER 
Saves A V«idy American Food 

Enjoy our Frwh Delirious 
Take Away is Available I 
For ResavnuonJTeasc 

* Call 678600 


±t 


4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments) 
are available for rent and] 
sale - furnished or unfuH 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available tor sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdonn Real 
Estate 

(Tel. MCW85, 810609, 

Fax: 810520. 


' CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. . 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IkUfOTEIi 


Amman -Tel 668 1 93 
P 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates md 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


oo 


AOQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



TAIWAS T01IRISM0 

fcy 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take aw ay service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

iJabal Amman-3rd Circle! 



Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 

Music 


Res:665121 
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Sports 


Courier routs Agassi, advances to Paris final 


PARIS (AP) — Defending cham- 
pion Jim Courier overwhelmed 
Andre Agassi in three quick sets 
Friday, moving into the final of 
the French Open with a display of 
powerful, almost error-free ten- 
nis. 

Reaffirming his stature as 
world No. I. Courier demoralised 
Aggasi from the start with im- 
placable cabn and brutal gound- 
strokes. The 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 victory 
took iust two hours, one minute. 


“It went much better than I 
possibly could have thought," he 
said. “I didn’t expect it to be like 
that." 

Courier has now reached the 
finals of three straight Grand 
Slams, losing to Stefan Ed berg in 
last year's U.S. Open and win- 
ning the Australian Open this 
year. 

The defeat was another Grand 
Slam disappointment for 11th- 
seeded Agassi, who has readied 


last year and to Andres Gomez in 
1990. 

Agassi said it was easier to 
accept defeat this year. 

“Last year be had some luck — 
this year he just won it," Agassi 
said. “He's playing really effi- 
ciently. He's not giving up any 
careless errors. He’s serving well. 
He’s moving well.” 

“He’s realty putting everything 
together in this tournament," 
Agassi added. “I said beforehand 


Agassi had billed the match as 
tantamount to the final because 
the day’s second semifinal fea- 
tured two outsiders. Unseeded 
Henri Leconte of France, the 
crowd favourite, faced No. 7 seed 
Peter Korda of Czechoslovakia, 
who had never before played on 
centre court here. 

The Agassi-Courier match 
failed to exdte the centre-court 
fans at Stade Roland Garros. On 
a cloudy, cool day, the stands 


Leconte-Korda semifinal. 

Almost the only similarity be- 
tween Agassi and Courier was 
their white baseball caps. In the 
first two sets. Courier made only 
a handful of mistakes while Agas- 
si doable faults contributed to his 
foe's first two service breaks. At 
match point, Agassi made an 
unforced error on a backhand. 

“The key for me was that I was 
able to return his serve a lot more 
comfort a bly than he was able to 


pion and last year’s runner-up 
Sanchez Vicario of Spain before 
coming bade to win 0-6, 6-2, 6-2. 

The beaten semifinalists both 
think Seles will win Saturday, in 
die eighth career meeting be- 
tween the two but the first this 
year. The head-to-head score 
stands at 5-2 to Graf. 

“Monica is really strong on the 
baseline and she moves the ball 
very well so she can put pressure 
on Steffi," said Sanchez Vicario. 


I ♦ I:Ii 
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into the stands in delight at the events but never won a title. He beat me, 

finish. lost in the final here to Courier of me.” 


he'd make a believer out 


out the match, with many French 
fans not arriving until the 


swatch 




swatch' a 


r- 




swatch' 


swatch h 




could have been my best match 
on day.” 

Courier now has a 22-match 
winning streak, including 12 
straight wins on day. The last 
time he lost was to Michael 
Chang In the semifinals at Key 
Biscyane in March. 

Courier now bolds a 5-4 career 
edge over Agassi, but has won 
die last four matches. 

In the women's final Saturday, 
top-seeded Monica Seles will be 
seeking her third straight title 
against No. 2 seed Steffi Graf, the 
champion here in 1987 and 1988. 

Their last encounter in a Grand 
Sima final was here in 1990, when 
Seles won 7-6 (8-6), 64, 

“Whenever I played her, we 
always produced some great 
matches,” Seles said Thursday. 
“I haven't seen her play this 
week, so I guess my dad is going 
to have to tell me what she was 
doing, to catch up a little bit.'* 

Seles had a day off Friday after 
outbattfing third-seeded Gabriel a 
Sabatini, 6-3, 4-6, 64, in the most 
spectacular, best-played women’s 
match of the tournament. 

Graf, who rallied to beat 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, 0-6, 
6-2, 6-2, had a women's doubles 
semifinal Friday. 

Seles may have deprived Graf 
of a third French Open title two 
years ago and seized her world 
number one ranking since, but 
she still deeply respects her rival. 

Seles is predicting a close final 
Saturday when the pair meet 
once again on the centre court at 
Roland Garros. 

“I think Steffi doesn’t have any 
weaknesses," said Seles, the de- 
fending champion. “Steffi is very 
fast and she is going to get back a 
lot of balls.” 

But both women showed signs 
of fallibility in their semifinals 
Thursday. 

Seles trailed 2-4 in the third set 
before summoning up ‘all her 
energy to beat Sabatini, the third 
seed. 

Graf, seeded second, allowed 
heiself to be whitewashed in ‘die 
opening set against 1989 cham- 


becausc she is number one.” 

“If Monica is in good shape I 
think she can win," added Sabati- 
ni. 

Seles took the number one 
ranking from Graf in March last 
year after the German had 
reigned for a record 186 weeks. 

The 18-year-old Seles is de- 
sperate to emulate Grafs 1988 
feat of winning all four Grand 
Slam titles in one year. 

Seles took the first leg in Janu- 
ary in Australia, a tournament 
Graf missed through illness. 

But Seles's decision not to play 
in last year's Federation Cup — 
the qualifier for this year’s Olym- 
pic Games- in Barcelona — has 
ruled out any chance of her 
copying Grafs “golden slam” 
when the German added the 1988 
Olympic title on Seoul for good 
measure. 

Graf, who won the French 
Open in 1987 and 1988 and lost in 
file following two finals, refuses 
to think about her chances of a 
third singles title before she has 
played her doubles semifinal with 
compatriot Anke Huber Friday. 

“It is good to have another 
match to concentrate on,” Graf, 
22, said. *T will think about 
Saturday when the day comes." 

Problems until her health and 
media exposure of her family life 
have often taken their toll on 
Graf. 

Last year, while Graf was tin 
court losing her semifinal here to 
Sanchez Vicario, her father Peter 
was involved in a heated argu- 
ment in the stands — an incident 
which attracted as much coverage 
as his daughter's defeat. 

Peter Graf has been noticeably 
absent from Roland Garros this 
time and Steffi, who has a new 
coach in Heinz Gnenthardt, has 
seemed tranquil. 

“Off the court I am very calm 
right now,” said Steffi. ‘T don’t 
have any ups and downs." 

A Graf in good mental, 'as well 
as physical, shape could spell bad 
news for Seles’s hopes of becom-' 
ing tbe.finstwoman German. 
HDde Sperling in the 1930s to wm' 
three French Open titles in a row. 


Italy beat Ireland 2-0 


FOXBORO, Masschusetts (R) 
— Italy used a skilled ground 
game to beat Ireland 2-0 Thurs- 
day in the U.S. Cup *92 Soccer 
Tournament. 

Restarts provided the scoring 
before a crowd of 38,797 at Fox- 
boro Stadium as Italy scored in 
the 17th minute man indirect 
kick by midfielder Giuseppe Sig- 
nori and on a penalty kick in the 
65th minute by Alessandro Cos- 
tacurta. 


last time they met was in the 
quarterfinal round of the 1990 
world Cup, where the Italians 
came away with a 1-0 victory. 

Italy finished with an 8-6 edge 
in shots. Ireland victimised them- 
selves with 15 offsides. 

Having his team outscored 5-1 
in its games with Italy and the 
United States, Ireland coach Jade 
Chariton was not pleased. 


“Against Ireland, we are much 
shorter and what we can't do with 
strength, we had to do with in- 
telligence,” Italian coach Arrigo 
Sacchi said. 

It was the second match of he 
tournament for each side and put 
Italy in second place with three 
points, behind the United States 
with four. 


The Italians' ground game gave 
them the better of the play com- 
pared to the air attack of Ireland, 
which seemed to lack energy in 
the final half of a match marred 
by fouls. 

Each team drew a pair of cau- 
tions and Ireland goalkeeper Pat 
Bonner was ejected midway 
through the second half. 

Italy is now 7-0 against Ireland 
in international competition. The 


‘Tin never happy with our 
performance when we give up 
two goals,” Chariton said. “We 
had chances. But every time we 
made a good run from the mid- 
field the referee put the flag up” 
signalling off-sides. 

The opening half had opportu- 
nities for each ride with foe Ita- 
lians having the better. ran of 
play. _ Play was frequently halted 
due to 17 fouls and three players 
received cautions. 


Ireland mounted a long-ball 
assault, carried by Bonner’s long 
punts, but nothing bore fruit and 
play grew chippy. Niall Quinn 
bumped Italian goalkeeper Wal- 
ter Zenga, to which Zenga 
answered with a swing at Quinn. 

In the 17tb minute, defender 
David OTeary brought down 
midfielder Luca Fusi, setting np 
Signori’s goal. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HtRSCH 
CHS! Train, Meat Straw*. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — -Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

*63 <79862 0KQ1O *A632 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 C- Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


What do you bid now? 


-Both vulnerable, as South 


you hold: 

*K V73 0AQ976 +AKQJ10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JUNE, 6, 1992 : 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer. Carroll Righter FountMon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Thinking that others ate taking 
advantage of you brings out per- 
sonal resentments and can be put 
in better prospective when yon 
stop- to realise it it your workload 
isn’t any larger (hat others. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can be just as personal as you 
wish today and go after .those 
longings that have eluded you in 
(be past but that have always intri- 
gued you. 


a more encouraging and com- 
plimentary stance towards your 
dose attaefaement and a greater 
harmony reigns between you. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You are naturally tied to borne 
and family bm this is the day when 
you greatly benefit by getting out, 
making new contacts and being 
seen in the world. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make contact with whatever in- 
fluential or' astute advisors are 
available to you and get them 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your day to consider doing some- 
thing special for your friends and 
acquaintances and to join with 
than and outside partners in a 
joint project. 

MOON CHILDREN; (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Study tbe various worldly 
outlets which can exalt your posi- 
tion in. your community and get the 
help or those in a position of power 
to aid. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have been in a nu too long and 
anything of breadth of scope that 
you now take up can be the means 
by which forge ahead rapidly to 
growth. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Make sure now that you adopt 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Get a new campaign of 
action going that can enhance your 
success at whatever your activities 
and bring you a new enthusiasm in 
attending to them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 72 to 
. December 21) A glow and feeling- 
of goodwill should permeat you* 
now so that you can see and enjoy 
dose companions as well as' 
arrange future meetings. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to Jan! 20) 
There can seem to be some cydic. 
changes taking place where your 
home, family or possessions are' 
concerned and you gain by going_ 
along with them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru-- 
ary 19) This is your productive day' 
so from early morning uhtO late 
tonight be sure to get into those 
interests more important to you- 
and expand them. “ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider well all aspects of 
your money and property in- 
terests and yon can find foe key to 
a greater amount of assets by 
adopting more modem methods. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
_- by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to forni 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer"! 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FOAMY VAGUE MEMBER EXTENT • 
Answer That nam&Oropper evidently meets a good 
many people who have — NEVER MET HIM 


THE Daily Crossword bw^n-LYate. 


5 Forest nuts 
used for swine 
9 Kick up one's 


14 Ran pooch 

15 Division word 

16 Mindful 

17 Stand pat 
16 Bedazzle 

19 Bang or dang 

20 "What is — 



23 Casa lady 

24 Bauble 

25 Hikes 

27 -You — Love 
You- 

32 Croissant's kin 
36 After Jd. 31 

39 Footnote abbr. 

40 "Love is — 


IJJJJI 


44 Operator 


53 Ordain 
58 "Lme 
Mates — " 

63 Keepsake 

64 Repute 

65 Complacent 

66 Like Abie’s 
Rose 

67 — noire 

68 Lacerated 

69 Grandma — 

70 Periods 

71 Twin of Efts 


10 Off base? 

11 Bucket 
IZGoMeSc 
13 Critic Rax 

21 "I Love You — “ 

22 Ptcktor's herb 
26 Fools 

28 Man of style 

29 Sp. river 

30 Manner 

31 Swirl 

32 Latvian, i.e. 

33 Rene's beloved 

34 Make strides 

35 Camtfdt lady 

37 Rubber tree 

38 Pathogen 

41 Less risky 

42 Roadside 
eatery 

47 Historic times 
49 Loves 


□nsn QQQQn nraran 
nmnn nmamii nnvm 
□□□□□rjnnnniuiinnin 
nram nnmun nnnnn 
nnnmn nonnn 
nannnu nunn unn 
□nonn nnnna non 
onnn taannio nnnn 
□ran n^nnu nnnnn 
nun noon [runrann 
„ nnnnn nnoon 
OEDRn BfiBER GHH 
nnnranrann-innnnnn 

Bonn raranan mnn 
anna nmnnn nrano 

































conomy 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 1992 


" J 1 ' ; Ci 

-*> T ‘(s, ■ 

“■ •••: 


U.S. unemployment 
rate jumps to 7.5% 




WASHINGTON (R) ~ The 
U.S. unemployment rate jumped 
to 7.5 per cent in May, the 
highest in eight years, as people 
entered the labour force faster 
titan the economy could provide 
jobs for them, foe Labour De- 
partment said Friday. 

; The number of non-farm jobs 
rose by a modest 68,000 last 
month, far less than the 101,000 
that Wall Street economists had 
predicted. 

! The unemployment report was 
consistent with other recent eco- 
nomic indicators that show an 
•economy lumbering out of reces- 
sion , but unable to work up the 
kind of vitality that has characte- 
rised most recoveries since World 
Warn* 

: . t ** 5 P 35 * we *k* the govern- 

• ' • c jl; ^ meat has reported modest game 

in factory orders, personal in- 
come and the index of leading 
indicators, its main barometer for 
economic health. 

! The closely watched report, 
which provides a first look at foe 
month’s economic performance. 
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showed the highest jobless rate 
since August 1984, when it was 
also 7.5 per cent. 

The high rate was an indirect 
result of the economic recovery, 
which has encouraged those who 
"had given up trying to find a job 
— mostly young people — to 
resume their search, according to 
William Barren, deputy commis- 
sioner of Labour Statistics. 

“This development has put 
some belated pressure on the 
unemployment rate,” he said in 
testimony prepared for delivery 
before foe Congressional Joint 
Economic Committee. 

The department’s household 
survey showed that the labour 
force — those working and those 
seeking jobs — rose by 330,000 
last month to 127.16 million. 

At the same time, however, the 
number of unemployment people 
rose by 349,000 to 9.5 million. 

The long-term unemployed, 
those out of work for 15 weeks or 
longer, rose by 343,000 last 
month to 3.4 million, the highest 
level since November 1983 the 
department said. 




Italy raises key 
rate to prop up lira 





SOME (R) — The Bank of Italy 
raised a key interest rate Thursday 
to defend foe sagging lira, which 
has been battered on currency 
markets since Denmark’s rejec- 
tion of foe European Economic 
and Monetary Union (EMU) 
treaty. 

t The bank said it would effec- 
tively raise foe rate at which it 
gave emergency funding to credit 
institutions to 13 per cent from 
12.5 per cent previously. 

A bank statement said foe 
move was taken “in view of the 
. tensions that have developed ... 
*o*i European foreign exchanges 
and financial markets and their 
effects on the Italian markets.” 
Its discount rate is unchanged 


at 12 per cent. 

Italian bond and currency mar- 
kets have been bit particularly by 
worries that foe EMU process 
would unravel. 

Economists fear that if the 
treaty founders, Italy, which has 
pledged to make deep cuts in its 
public sector deficit and to slash 
inflation, has the most to lose. 

Altering foe emergency funds 
rate is one of the most powerful 
signals the central bank can give 
to financial markets short of 
changing the discount rate itself. 

The rate move follows two days 
of hectic trading on Italian mar- 
kets in which the lira has come 
under increasing pressure against 
foe Deutscfaemarks. 
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Amman Financial Market 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the previous 
week; 





May 30-Jane 3 

Mar 23-27 

My unrage, 

JD 1.7.mBfe» 

JD 13 raflBoB 


JD 8.6 miHon ' 

' • " JD 52 niUoB 

Total stares 

3.7 niBHon 

23 mmon 

No. ef coHtraria 

5,181 

3v467 


Sectoral trading: 

Industrial 

JD 63 Button 

JD 3-8 mnHnn 


(733%) 

(73.1%) 

rill MU hi 

JD 03 nUfioti 

JD OJ mflfioa 


(9J%> 

(15-4%) 

Service 

(163%) 

(9*6%) 

.fusaraoce 

(1.1%) 

d-9%) 

.Share price tadex 

1583 

157.7 

No. of campanlea 

76 

68 

Price movement (rise) 

51 

9 

(Dediae) 

12 

54 

(Stable) 

13 

5 

■ 

LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — F 

ollowing are foe buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 

1.8282/92 

U.S. dollar 

'One U.S. dollar 

1.1970/75 

Canadian dollar 


1.5943/53 

Deutschemaiks 


1.7972/77 

Dutch guilders 


1.4565/75 

Swiss francs 

■ 

32.80/84 

Belgian francs 


5.3700/50 

French francs 


1204/1205 

Italian lire 


127.05/15 

Japanese yen 


5.7540/90 

Swedish crowns 


62290/340 

Norwegian crowns 


6.1530/630 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

$338.90/339.90 



World Bank president offers plan for aid 


Third World demands more money at Earth Summit 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R)— Third 
World nations fired their opening 
shot at foe start of the U-N. Earth 
Summit demanding that rich na- 
tions give more money to poor 
ones and stop bingeing on earth’s 
limited natural resources. 

“It is difficult for a man 
scavenging on the garbage dump 
created by affluence and profli- 
gate consumption to understand 
that protecting a bird is more 
important than protecting him,” 
Pakistan’s Anwar Saifullah Khan 
told delegates in foe first speech 
to the summit’s general debate. 

Mr. Khan was speaking on 
behalf of foe Group of 77 (G-77) 
developing nations, which has 
attacked the West for spending 
more time in pre-summit talks on 
plants and animals than on hu- 
man beings. 

Referring to the world who live 
in squalor, Mr. Khan said; “It is 
futile to visualise the planet earth 
with a perfectly harmonised en- 


vironment without reasonably 
catering to the needs and aspira- 
tions... of these billions.” 

Developing nations are dis- 
appointed that foe summit’s two 
centrepiece treaties — one to 
fight foe pollution that causes 
global wanning and a second to 
protect endangered species — 
have both been heavily modified 
after industrialised countries ob- 
jected. 

The Third World is also 
alarmed that squabbles during 
preparatory talks have so far pre- 
vented agreement on foe key 
issues of bow much money should 
be spent to protea foe planet and 
who should pay. 

Mr. Khan had a sample mes- 
sage from developing nations on 
tbe subject: “We cannot save foe 
environment if foe rich refuse to 
provide greater aid to the poor,” 
he said. 

Such aid could include disman- 
tling protectionist barriers to 


Rajhi Banking 
said admitting 
BCC1 accounts 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabia’s A1 Rajhi Banking 
and Investment Corp has admit- 
ted liabilities with the collapsed 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI), tbe 
Riyadh-based Arab News has 
said. 

The English-language daily 
also quoted Rajhft managing 
director. Suleiman A1 Abdul Aziz 
AJ Rajhi, as saying BCCI liquida- 
tors were claiming a $44 million 
London office-block which foe 
Saudi firm owned and rented to 
the scandal-ridden bank. 

“The corporation had accounts 
with BCCI. When we heard of its 
deterioriating condition, we stop- 
ped dealing with it two years 
ago,” Arab News quoted Sheikh 
Rajhi as saying dining a share- 
holders meeting. 

“When foe bank was closed, 
we were asked to pay S3 million 
and a few thousands as foe value 
of tourist checks,” he added. 

Arab News said one sharehol- 
der asked a' Rajhi auefftor who 
was also present to clarify. . The 
i auditor declined to gjvefigures 
for Rajhi’s BCCI accounts. He 


said it was much larger than the 
S3 million mentioned by its direc- 
tor but that rumours that it total- 
led $400 million were wrong. 

Rajhi executives were not 
available for comment. 

The firm, once the kingdom’s 
biggest money changer, con- 
verted to a commercial bank in 
1988 after selling 750 million 
riyals ($200 million) worth of 
shares to the public. It made a net 
1991 profit of 701.5 million riyals 
($187 million). 

Arab News said foe firm’s man- 
aging director, who owns more 
than 50 per cent of the bank, 
disclosed be had mortgaged the 
London building with BCCI. 

Liquidators now wanted to in- 
clude the building among BCCI 
assets which would be sold, tbe 
paper quoted him as saying. 

Creditors are trying to negoti- 
ate better terms on a proposed 
S1.7 billion compensation plan 
from BCCTs Aba Dhabi majority 
shareholders. BCCI was closed 
down in major centres on July 5 
last year after allegations of mas- 
sive fraud. 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — Stocks ended lower in very dull, thin trade. The 
225-share Nikkei average was down 174.03 points to 17,790.04. 
SYDNEY — Stocks prices dosed slightly lower in light trade after 
a dull, featureless day. The All Ordinaries index dosed 2.2 points 
down at 1.674.5. 

HONG KONG — The market was closed for a public holiday. 
Trading will resume Monday. On Thursday, foe Hang Seng index 
dosed down 1-57 points at 6,035.80. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed easier on slack trading interest and 
some unwinding of property and shipyard stocks. The Straits 
Times index fell 3.72 points to 1,503.72. 

BOMBAY — Share prices rebounded from a weak start after 
state-owned investment institutions turned heavy buyers. The 
BSE index rallied to 3,086.74, up 81.82 points from Thursday’s 
dose. The National index gained 18.02 to 1,339.41. 

FRANKFURT — German shares went quietly into the long 
wfaitsun holiday weekend at barely changed price levels. The 
DAX ended 324 points lower at 1,789.07. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed a slow session easier as investors stayed 
cm foe sidelines ahead of the extended weekend. The all-share 
SPT index eased 0.8 points to 1,204.5. 

PARIS — Prices fell in uninspired trading ahead of a long holiday 
weekend and share analysts expect them to drift further before 
bargain-hunters step in. The CAC-40 index finished 13.29 points 
down at 1,981.58, losing 51.71 points on the week. 

LONDON — The FTSE 100 index suffered double-digit losses as ; 
combination of factors sent investors scurrying to the sidelines. I 
dosed 13.4 points lower at 2,668.5. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips fell to a session low at midday a_ 
investors sold recovery-sensitive cyclical stocks. The Dow stood 
about 19 points lower at 3381. 
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trade, relieving crushing debt 
burdens and helping fight poverty 
in the Third World, he said. But 
foe world's rich had to change foe 
way they lived also. 

“Sustainability would remain a 
far cry unless foe wasteful and 
overconsomptive lifestyles are 
changed," Mr. Khan said, he 
demanded an end to “the current 
unacceptable situation where 20 
per cent of world population are 
consuming 80 per cent of its 
resources and are also responsi- 
ble for 75 per cent of foe emis- 
sions that pollute the atmos- 
phere.” 

World Bank President Lewis 
Preston told the Earth Summit 
Thursday foe lending agency 
would earmark a portion of its 
profits for environmental projects 
if member nations approve. 

“We all have a stake in safe- 
guarding the planet and the fu- 
ture of our children and grand- 
children. International coopera- 
tion is the key to success,” Mr. 
Preston said in a speech on foe 
second day cf the U.N. Confer- 
ence on Environment and De- 
velopment here. 

In an earlier news conference, 
Mr. Preston told reporters the 
proposed amount had not been 
determined and would depend on 


the bank’s interest-rate profits, 
but added the figure would "not 
be a token amount.” 

He said inadequate sanitation 
for one-third of the world's 
population — one billion people 
without safe drinking water and 
1.3 billion people exposed to in- 
door pollution from soot and 
smoke — dearly indicated foe 
need for action. 

"These problems exemplify the 
link between poverty and the 
environment. They demand ur- 
gent attention.” he said. 

Rinding for environmental 
projects in foe Third World is 
among the thorniest issues facing 
the summit, with rich and poor 
nations squabbling over tbe role 
of foe global environment facil- 
ity, a pilot programme run by foe 
World Bank for developing na- 
tions. 

Third World countries, which 
say they are too poor to meet foe 
requirements of melding environ- 
mental needs with development, 
are wary of the bank’s control of 
the facility. Rich nations, howev- 
er, insist that foe facility is the 
proper instrument for funding, a 
fact that was reiterated by the 
British delegation Thursday. 

Mr. Preston, meanwhile, de- 


fended Lhe role of tbe bonk in 
environmental matters during foe 
news briefing, saying he did not 
believe foe institution was lend- 
ing to operations that damage the 
environment as it has been ac- 
cused of doing. 

“1 don’t think we are financing 
projects that are harmful.” he 
told reporters before his formal 
formal address to the conference. 

The World Bank has long been 
criticised for lending money for 
developing projects — such as 
clearing rain forests for cattle 
grazing operations — that pro- 
duced significant harm to foe 
environment. 

Mr. Preston said this is the time 
for action, not blame, but con- 
ceded that criticism of the bank's 
past lending practices lingers. 

“I’ve learned to accept that 
kind of criticism. I don’t like it. I 
don't think it’s accurate.” he said. 

Nonetheless, criticism of his 
new proposal came almost im- 
mediately. The World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) said the bank 
had still not developed a compre- 
hensive strategy to address en- 
vironment and development 
problems. 

“The address today by World 
Bank President Lewis Preston 


avoids the crucial challenge of 
defining a clear action plan to 
implement sustainable develop- 
ment,” WWF-International 
Director of Campaigns Gordon 
Shephered said in a statement. 

The money for environmental 
projects Mr. Preston proposed 
would have to be approved by the 
bank's shareholder nations. 

“If donors are prepared to sup- 
port such an initiative, we would 
be prepared to propose to our 
board of directors an annual 

allocation from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment’s (IBRD) net income 
as the bank's own contribution to 
the eanh increment." Mr. Pre- 
ston said. 

IBRD’s profits come from in- 
terest rates charged for loans the 
bank makes, while loans from foe 
International Development Asso- 
ciation (IDA) are made to poor 
nation's at concessional terms. 

The funds that Mr. Preston 
proposed would represent an in- 
crement for foe IDA. which lends 
to the poorest nations — and is 
coming up for its 10th three-year 
replenishment. 

Mr. Preston said he is request- 
ing $20 billion for IDA, com 
pared with its previous S15.5 bil- 
lion. 


ILO sees unemployment disaster 
in E. Europe, former Soviet Union 


GENEVA (AP) — Massive un- 
employment in eastern Europe 
and foe former Soviet Union is a 
“disaster waiting to happen,” the 
International Labour Organisa- 
tion (ILO) has said. 

An ILO report said as a result 
of the political changes and eco- 
nomic hardship in the former 
Soviet Bloc, there was likely to be 
a stream of migrants across 
Europe on a scale not seen since 
foe end of World War n. 

It said one survey carried out in 
Czechoslvakia, Hungary, Poland 
and foe Moscow region showed 


nearly two million people de- 
finitely intend to leave. A further 
7-20 million people are thinking 
about migrating to improve their 
standards of living, it said. 

The ILO cited figures by foe 
labour ministry in the former 
Soviet Union that two million of 
its citizens want to move to other 
countries. But it said in practice 
this number would be limited by 
foe cost of travel, and visa restric- 
tions imposed by neighbouring 
countries. 

Problems in legal migration 
might prompt citizens of the ex- 
Soviet Union to move illegally. 


foe report said. It said there were 
already an estimated 80,000 living 
secretly in Poland and a further 
60,000 in Hungary. 

“Indeed there is a risk for 
Poland that many more citizens 
of foe former USSR might get 
that far and no further,” it said. 

It said North America was foe 
first choice for Russians and 
Poles, while Hungarians would 
choose Germany. 

Although foe traumatic politic- 
al and economic changes in foe 
former communist countries have 
already cost millions of jobs, foe 
worst is yet to come, the ILO 


Yugoslavia denies selling gold 


BELGRADE (R) — Serb-led 
Yugoslavia has denied that it 
had sold any of its gold reserves, 
valued at $650 million, to finance 
aimed intervention in the break- 
away republics of Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

“The National Bank of Yugos- 
lavia has not sold one gramme 
from its gold reserves. I want to 
say there is no truth in this news,” 
said George Nicovic. general 
manager for foreign exchange at 
foe Belgrade-based bank. 

“The gold has not been sold, or 
pledged, or designated for swap,” 
Mr. Nicovic told Reuters. 

Gold market sources in Lon- 
don said last week that Serbia, 
mainstay of tbe rump Yugoslav 
federation, may have sold off a 
large portion of Yugoslavia’s gold 
reserves earlier this year to fond 
foe Balkan ethnic war. 

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) financial statistics showed 
that Yugoslav gold reserves stood 
at 1.92 million ounces, or 59 
tonnes, at the end of January but 
had been near this level since tbe 
early 1980s. 

Mr. Nicovic confirmed this 
amount as well as tbe market 


value of $650 million but said 
there was nothing unusual in it. 

“I cannot explain* why some- 
body is giving this news (reports 
of sell-off). It seems to be a 
report to show that the Serbian 
government is selling federal 
gold, which is totally incorrect," 
Mr. Nicovic added. 

In March this year foe London 
bullion market was awash with 
rumours of gold sales by an east 
European central bank as gold 
prices fell from $350 to below 
$340 an ounce. 

But five east European banks 
contacted by Reuters at the time 
denied that they had been in- 
volved in foe sales, including the 
. Yugoslav central bank in foe Ser- 
bian capital Belgrade. 


A senior gold dealer in London 
said IMF data on Yugoslav re- 
serves was no longer credible. 
“The Serbians have been sitting 
on Yugoslavia’s gold while their 
economy collapses. I can't be- 
lieve they haven't touched it.” he 
told Reuters. 

According to IMF statistics, 
Yugoslavia’s foreign exchange re- 
serves, excluding gold, plunged 
from $5.4 billion at foe end of 
1990 to $2.2 billion at the end of 
January this year. 

Gold forms the last reserve of 
most central banks in times of 
crisis. The anonymous character 
of the precious metal and foe 
secrecy of the bullion market 
makes it ideal for raising funds 
stealthily. 


said. 

It said although industrial pro- 
duction has slumped as east 
Europe reforms its centrally plan- 
ned system unemployment has so 
far increased “surprisingly slow- 
ly,” with the state still cushioning 
many workers from the full 
effects of the market economy. 

“in foe longterm, rates of l5"to 
20 per cent are possible,” it said. 
“Massive unemployment in this 
region is a disaster waiting to 
happen.” 

The ILO cited a recent World 
Bank study that the annual costs 
of unemployment and worker re- 
training would be $1,250 per per- 
son in the ex-Soviet Union and 
S2.500 in the rest of eastern 
Europe. It said if World Bank 
predictions were correct that 
there would be 52 million unem- 
ployed in five years and that the 
total annual cost would be $72 
billion per year. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

2-bedrooms, sitting and dining room, 2-bathrooms, kitch- 
en, glassed veranda, centrally heated, private telephone. 
5th Circle, Jabal Amman 

Please contact telephone 811229 


BIG SALE 

on the occasion of the 
Eid (Feast) 
covering a large assortment of 

SWIMMING SUITS 

£■ Gifts ft Silverware 
ft Watches ft Mirrors 
ft Table Lamps 
ft Toys 

We also present to you 
OTTO Catalogue of Germany 
for the Spring season 

P yma Es tablishme nt 
Wadi Saqra Str M near Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel bridge 
Cave des Cadeaux 
Sweiffeh/tel. 823684 
We receive you through- 
out the Eid holidays Hap- 

(KulA’am S/aAntum Blkhait ) 


ADVERTISEMENT 

The American Embassy, Amman, Jordan, is soliciting for 
Requests for Quotation for the supply of 86 Butane Gas 
Cylinder, 50 Kgs. capacity, refilling and for the mainte- 
nance and services of these cylinders. 

Interested local companies are kindly requested 
to call telephone 644723 on Sunday ONLY June 7, 
1992 between the hours 0900-1200 for obtaining 
copies ot tender documents. 



flLQASB HOTEL 


■After its complete refurbishment, the 
management of ALQASR HOTEL is 
seeking for: 

1- Waitresses with good experience (pre- 
ferably Filipinos) 

2- Receptionists (males and females) 

3- Secretaries with good knowledge of 
typing and computer usage. 

Refer to ALQASR HOTEL 
(Shmeisani) between 6-8 p.m. in 
person with C.V. and picture. Past 
experience is compulsory. 

Tel. 689672 


DUTY-FREE CARS FOR SALE 

(1) Chevrolet Astro Van, 7-seater, 1 989 
model, full options. Quantity (1). 

(2) Toyota Cressida GL, 1989 model, 
with air conditioning. Quantity (2): 

Please contact: motor trade co. 

LTD. 

Amman - Mahatta Road. 
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TRAIN FOR CAREERS THAT PAY! 

OUR FREE PROSPECTUS SHOWS YOU HOW 


To receive your FREE copy write your name and address below, tick 
| the Ca*eers you' like, and send this nonce to us Dy airmail or lav Each 
( Course includes tour substantia) and illustrated Training Manuals, 
l Tests, Model Answers. Slaswnery. e«pen training by airmail, and a 
_ British Diploma in 4.6 months Tho toe lor a Course is only £80 in lull 
j on enrolment OR one payment of E25 momnly tor tour months 

□ PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT & INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

□ SALESMANSHIP. SALES MANAGEMENT & MARKETING 

□ COMMUNICATION IN BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 

□ ACCOUNTING IN BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 

□ TOURISM & TRAVEL AGENCY MANAGEMENT 

□ PRACTICAL BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNTS 

□ BUSINESS MANAGEMENT. ADMINISTRATION 

□ STORES MANAGEMENT & STOCK CONTROL 

□ MODERN MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

□ OFFICE MANAGEMENTADMINIST RATION 

□ PRIVATE SECRETARIAL DUTIES 

□ COMPUTER APPRECIATION □ ENGLISH 

CAMBRIDGE TUTORIAL COLLEGE 

P.O- BON 530. JERSEY. BRITAIN FAX UK KM 485071 
rum*. . . 

Adorno 


POST NOW FOR FREE PROSPECTUS 
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Yugoslav army starts pull-out 
from Sarajevo, fighting kills 1 


BELGRADE (R) — Several 
hundred Yugoslav army soldiers 
began a long-delayed withdrawal 
from their barracks in the Bos- 
nian capital Sarajevo Friday, 
Sarajevo Radio said. 

Radio editor Zoran Pirolic said 
the withdrawal from the Marshal 
Tito Barracks began with an 
escort by United Nations 
peacekeeping forces after an 
agreement between the army and 
rival Bosnian forces. 

Earlier attempts to evacuate 
soldiers were torpedoed by dis- 
agreements over the terms of 
withdrawal and continued fight- 
ing around the barracks. 

The Marshal Tito Barracks is 
the last army base in Sarajevo to 
be evacuated. 

The army pulled out of two 
other barracks but was attacked 
by mainly Muslim and Croat de- 
fence forces on May 28 as it made 
the second withdrawal, from the 
Jusuf Dzonlic Barracks. 

Sarajevo Radio said an agree- 
ment had been reached at talks 
Friday but gave no details. The 
main stumbling block had been 
the army’s refusal to leave heavy 
weapons in the Marshal Tito Bar- 
racks. 

Sarajevo has been under siege 
from Serb forces who oppose 
BosmVHerzegovina's independ- 
ence from Yugoslavia. 

More than 5,700 people have 
been killed in fighting in Bosnia 
in the last two months and about 
one million have been forced 
from their homes. 

Earlier Friday, Serb irregular 
forces pounded the Sarajevo with 
artillery, rockets and mortars kill- 
ing at least one person and leav- 
ing a trail of burning cars and 
buildings. 

Shells rained down from the 
Serb-held hills around Sarajevo 
until around 3 a.m. (0100 GMT). 

Witnesses said rockets slam- 
med relentlessly into blocks of 
flats in the heaviest attack for 
several days. 

’’Shells hit new and old parts 
of Sarajevo and there was fight- 
ing around the barracks," 
Sarajevo Radio journalist Miros- 
lav Simovic said. “Homes and 
cars are on fire.” 

He said one small girl was 


killed in fighting confirmed by 
Bosnia's Serb News Aeencv 


Bosnia's Serb News Agency 
SRNA and rival Bosnian media. 

About one million people have 
been forced from their homes in 


‘Japanese 
troops 
to head for 
Cambodia 


soon 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
peacekeeping troops will head for 
Cambodia just as soon as con- 
troversial legislation dears parlia- 
ment, the government's top 
spokesman said Friday. 

Welcoming the passage of a 
Peacekeeping Operations (PKO) 
bill by a key committee, chief 
cabinet spokesman Koichi Kato 
said the first overseas deployment 
of Japanese troops since World 
War II was just around the 
comer. 


“We plan to contribute 
(troops) to the United Nations 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) as soon as possi- 
ble,” he told reporters. 

After the overnight panel vote 
removed its biggest obstacle to 
the bill, designed to allow Japan 
to contribute a 2,000-raember 
army unit to U.N. peacekeeping 
operations, was almost assured of 
passage in the 252-seat upper 
house. 


A full upper house session was 
expected to be convened late 
Friday or early Saturday, but 
Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa's 
government faced the likelihood 
that opposition parties would use 
a whole range of filibustering 
tactics to delay a final vote. 


Socialists and Communists 
have argued in parliament for 
weeks that the bill contravened 
Japan's post-1945 “peace con- 
situation,'' and was causing alarm 
in neighbouring Asian countries 
where vivid memories remain of 
Japanese military aggression in 
the 1930s and 1940s. 


An indignant Socialist Party, 
the largest opposition group 
which had waged a guerrilla war 
in the upper house PKO Commit- 
tee to delay a vote, vowed to use 
all methods to block the measure. 

“We regard the bill's passage in 
the committee as invalid,” said 
Makoto Tanabe, Socialist Party 
chairman. “And we’re going to 
fight this bill with whatever it 
takes." 

Government spokesman Kato 
said one role of Japanese 
peacekeepers in Cambodia would 
be to demonstrate to Asian coun- 
tries that “we are not going to act 
:he way we did (before 1945).” 


Bosnia and tens of thousands face 
starvation in besieged Sarajevo, a 
city of 500,000 before fighting 
began. 

“Everyone is relying on what 
reserves they have at home. No 
shops are open, there is nothing 
to buy," Mr. Simovic said. 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Haris Silajdzic, a Muslim, 
pleaded Thursday for foreign 
military action to help the trap- 
ped people, saying new U.N. 
sanctions against Serb-led Yugos- 
lavia would take too long to halt 
the bloodshed. 

“If it has to be military in- 
tervention, let it be military in- 
tervention,” Mr. Silajdzic said 
during a visit to Paris. “We are 
concerned with the starvation of 
tens of thousands. They can’t 
wait.” 

The local Bosnian Crisis Cen- 
tre said 22 people were killed and 
89 wounded in fighting in the 
newly-independent Balkan state 
in the 24 hours to noon Thursday. 

“They can’t ever bury their 
dead," said Mr. Silajdzic,. “It's 
the stone age." 

The Serb irregular forces have 
been fighting to remain in the 
dismembered Yugoslav state, 
now with only two republics — 
Serbia and Montenegro. 

Four other republics — Mace- 
donia, Slovenia, Croatia and Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina — have voted 
for independence in the past year 
and broken away from the 
Yugoslav state set up in 1981 and 
recreated as a Communist state 
after World War II. 

As U.N. -imposed sanctions be- 
gin to choke Jiis tiny republic, the 
president of Montenegro sug- 
gested Thursday that he may 
rethink his alliance with Serbia. 

“I leave open the possibility 
that we have made mistakes,” 
Momir Bulatovic said of Mon- 
tenegro's decision to remain part 
of Yugoslavia with Serbia. 

“We still have relations with 
the Serbian authorities, but there 
is also a great attempt to ... see 
the mistakes made," he told the 
Associated Press. 

His comments were the first 
public indications of strains with- 
in the Yugoslav Federation of 
Serbia and Montenegro since the 
United Nations imposed trade, 
sports and transportation sanc- 
tion on it Saturday. 

The penalties were imposed on 




A Serbian fighter takes a break from fighting near a Croat-controlled 
riHage in Bosma-Heraegovina 


Yugoslavia to punish Serbia, 
which is widely blamed for direct- 
ing violence in neighbouring 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The mountainous republic, sur- 
rounded by the Adriatic Sea, 
Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia, is 
heavily dependent on export and 
tourism, “and we cannot endure 
months of sanctions," said Mr. 
Bulatovic. 

Although Montenegro is 
dwarfed by Serbia, its pullont 
from Yugoslavia would be a se- 
rious blow to its larger ally. 

In creating the reduced Yugos- 
lavia, Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic hoped the new entity 
would be accepted internationally 
as the heir to the old federation. 

That would have given Serbia 
the lions share of old Yugosla- 
via’s assets, as well as entry into 
all international organisations in 
which the previous federation 
held membership. 

But the defection of Mon- 
tenegro would drastically weaken 
any Serbian claim that Yugosla- 
via continued to exist. 

It would also further isolate 
Serbia and Mr. Milosevic. 

As Serbia’s estrangement from 
tire Test of the world grows, for- 
mer Milosevic allies are defect- 
ing. Among the latest was the 
Serbian Orthodox Church which 


European states sign arms control pact 


OSLO (AP) — Pledging to follow 
through with the Kremlin’s arms 
control commitments, Russia and 
other former Soviet republics Fri- 
day signed a historic treaty to 
slash tanks, artillery and other 
non-nuclear weapons. 

“We are partners now," said 
Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Thorvald Stoltenberg at the sign- 
ing ceremony between NATO 
nations and their former Warsaw 
Pact adversaries. 

Russia and seven other former 
Soviet republics signed the con- 
ventional armed forces in Europe 
(CFE) accord, helping ease West- 
ern fears about the fate of the 
tens of thousands of weapons 
stockpiled by the once- mighty su- 
perpower. 

Mr. Stoltenberg said the cere- 
mony “sets the stage for full 
implementation of the treaty." 

The pact was signed in Novem- 
ber 1990 by the 16 nations of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) and the Soviet Un- 
ion and five of its former allies in 
the Warsaw Pact. But with the 
breakup of the once- mighty su- 
perpower, it never went into 


effect. 

“This is an important step for 
our common security and the 
future of arms control, disarma- 
ment and confidence-building 
measures,” NATO Secretary- 
Genera] Manfred Woerner said 
before the conference. 

The signing ceremony was held 
on foe sidelines of a meeting of a 
special security forum bringing 
together nearly three-dozen fore- 
ign ministers of the NATO na- 
tions and their former foes. 

The ceremony was delayed for 
50 minutes by a sharp discussion 
of the ethnic conflict between foe 
former Soviet republics of Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan, said U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State Lawr- 
ence Eagleburger. 

Foreign ministers from both 
newly independent nations 
attended the session. 

Mr. Eagleburger said foe talks 
“went back and forth” over how 
mudt detail to indude about the 
disputed region of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. “But they agreed in- 
foe end as always,” he said. 

Nagorno-Karabakh is an en- 
clave mainly populated by Arme- 


nians but controlled by Azer- 
baijan. 

In the final statement, the 
ministers said they were “pro- 
foundly disturbed by the escala- 
tion in foe fighting, loss of life, 
suffering and extensive destruc- 
tion in the crisis in Nagorno- 
Karabakh and beyond/' 

They gave their backing to a 
proposal to send dvilian observers 
to foe region under foe auspices 
of the 52-nation Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE). 

The special security forum, the 
North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council, has targeted foe ethnic 
dispute as an issue it would like to 
help resolve peacefully. 

Before foe meeting, Mr. Woer- 
ner net was with bis arms around 
the ministers of Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, encouraging them to 
talk to each other. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said at foe meeting, 
“we cannot accept that inside the 
CSCE and (foe NATO security 
forum) a conflict is solved with 
military means." 
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Walesa 

asks 

parliament 
to elect new 
premier 



Russian leadership blasts Gorbachev 


WARSAW (AP) — President 
Lech Walesa Friday nominated a 
33-year-old peasant leader as Po- 
und's fourth post-communist 
prime minister as parliament re- 
mained deeply divided over the 
pace of market-oriented reform. 

Mr. Walesa sought foe removal 
of Jan Olszewski after the prime 
minister abruptly released foe 
names of government officials 
who may have collaborated with 
secret police under foe old Com- 
munist regime. 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian leadership used declassified 
Communist Party documents Friday to step up its public 
campaign against former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 
Information Minister Mikhail Poltoranin fold a news c onf ere nce 
that documents found in party archives showed Mr. Gorbachev, 
who was also party boss, took special steps in 1989 to restrict 
emerging parliamentary opposition. A potitburo decision said foe 
first opposition faction in the Soviet parliament, led by foe 
present Russian President Boris Yeltsin and the late Andrei 
Sakharov, was to be denied the right to publish its own 
newspaper. “We were banned by those people who claim now 
there is little freedom in mass media," said Mr. Poltoranin, a 
dose Yeltsin aide who heads a commission on declassifying secret 
party documents. He was dearly referring to a flaring public row 
between Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Gorbachev. 


Thailand may have new coalition 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai politicians expressed confidence Friday 


that foe leader of the opposition Democrat Party might be able to 
lure support out of foe pro-military coalition and form a 


bas growing moral authority in 
foe republic of 9.5 million. It bas 
severely criticised Mr. Milosevic 
recently and urged bim to resign. 

Montenegro, a republic of 
500,000 people, dedded in a 
February referendum to join 
with Serbia, but Mr. Bulatovic, 
35, said be could conceive of a 
new plebisdte on foe issue if foe 
sanctions endured. 

In Washington, foe chairman 
of foe U.S.-Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee called Thursday 
for imposition of a United Na- 
tions naval blockade and possible 
military action to halt Serbian 
aggression against neighbouring 
states. 

“War is being waged against 
innocent people,” Sen. Claiborne 
Pell said in a speech on the 
Senate floor. “It is time to consid- 
er further steps to save lives.” 

Sen. Pell's recommendation 
came as NATO foreign ministers 
meeting in Oslo, Norway, agreed 
for foe first time to allow their 
troops to operate outside alliance 
territory for peacekeeping duty. 

The decision was reached at 
foe urging of foe United States. 

But a senior administration 
official said no serious planning 
has yet begun for the potential 
involvement of U.S. forces in foe 
ethnic conftujf. 


Mr. Walesa submitted the 
name of Waidemar Pawlak, lead- 
er of foe Polish Peasants Party, to 
parliament after a marathon ses- 
sion early Friday ousted Mr. 
Olszewski's 5-month-old govern- 
ment. 

Parliament immediately began 
considering foe nomination in 
caucus meetings. 

Mr. Olszewski’s failure to 
broaden a shaky minority coali- 
tion stalled key economic legisla- 
tion, ..delayed reforms, added to 
the political instability seen to be 
discouraging foreign investment 
and led to the failure of his 
government. 

Asked why he selected the 
youthful farmer leader, Mr. 
Walesa said, “foe point is to 
reach agreement between diffe- 
rent groups, expand solidarity 
and strengthen reforms." 

Mr. Pawlak would be the first 
prime minister since foe 1989 
toppling of the Communists J 

The Peasant Party is the 
fburth-largest in parliament, and 
its withdrawal of support for foe 
Olszewski government this 
week was key to bringing it down. 

It is not clear if Mr. Pawlak can 
build a substantial coalition in the 
deeply factionalised parliament, 
where foe largest party bas only 
13 per cent of the seats. 

The Peasant Party was long 
allied with the Communists, but 
since 1989 has changed its name 
and its philosophy, and now 
strongly backs foe transition to a 
market economy — as long as 
there are protections for farmers, 
a controversial caveat. 

The vote to dismiss the 
Olszewski government early Fri- 
day, on a motion submitted by 
Mr. Walesa, was 273 to 119 
against, with 33 abstaining. 


government. “The prospect is very good," Surin Pisuwan, a 
senior Democrat official, told Reuters. “We are satisfied with last 
night’s negotiations. We received a good response from a certain 
parly that we expect to join us.” Mr. Surin declined to reveal the 
name of foe political party, but a senior official of foe Chart Thai 
Party said two leaders of foe Democrats met Thursday night with 
former Prime Minister Chatichai Choonhavan, whose Chart Thai 
government was overthrown by a military coup in February, 1991. 
Another Chart Thai source said Chuan Leekpai, leader of foe 
Democrats, was the most acceptable figure to become prime 
minister. 


Pope urges reconciliation in Angola 


HUAMBO, Angola (R) — Pope John Paul, speaking in foe 


kflfing fields of Angola’s 16-year civil war, made an impassioned 
plea Friday for reconciliation now that the fighting is over. He 


called on Angolans to put behind them foe strife between 
U.S.-backed rebels and the leftist government which killed 
hundreds of thousands of people and displaced more than one 
million. “Let there be peace for Angola, peace for Angola 
always," he said in an open-air mass in a sports field near 
Huambo, Angola’s second dty in the central heartland wfat'se 
shattered buildings still show the scars of war. “The painful period 
of destruction is now behind us forever. Overcome the temptation 
to prolong foe aimed conflict, source of ruin and needless 
sufferin g. Let the time of reconstruction begin now,” be said. The 


Pope began his week-long trip to Angola Thursday, meeting with 
President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos, rebel leader Jonas Savimbi 


President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos, rebel leader 
and leaders of other emerging political parties. 


U.S. considers troop cuts abroad 


WASHINGTON (R) — Democrats pressed proposals in the 
House of Representatives to cut huge U.S. budget deficits by 
forcing allies to either pay more for U.S. troops or lose some of 
them. One proposal would cut $3.5 billion off a $274 billion 
annual defence authorisation bill before the House, either by 
withdrawing some of the U.S. troops from Europe, Japan and 
South Korea or getting more financial help from those allies. 
Other proposals would bring borne 140,000 of the 350,000 U.S. 
troops around foe world, or reduce the 236,000 U.S. troops in 
Europe to 100,000 at the end of 1995*. Votes were expected later 
Wednesday night. “This country, many many months after foe 
total collapse of the Communist threat, continues to spend tens of 
billions of dollars every year to protect our wealthy allies from a 
threat that no longer exists,” argued R epr ese n t a tive Barney 
Frank. The Massachusetts Democrat said the House must decide 
whether to reduce U.S. government budget deficits entirely with 
American taxpayer sacrifices or allies’ sacrifices as well. 


U.S. experts suggest U.N. sanctions 
to force N. Korean nuclear compliance 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
experts skeptical of North 
Korea's renunciation of atomic 
weapons said it could take United 
Nations sanctions to force the 
Communist regime to submit to 
inspections and give up its nuc- 
lear plans. 

But one specialist said foe West 
should prepare for better rela- 
tions with one of the world’s' last 
hardline Communist govern- 
ments. And new evidence 
obtained by foe U.N. Interna- 
tiona] Atomic Energy Agency 
from North Korea suggests that 
Pyongyang is a long way from 
producing a nudear bomb, an 
IAEA spokesman said in Au- 
stria. 

Gary MUhollin, director of the 
Wisconsin Project on Nudear 
Arms Control, said in a report 
Thursday that U.N. inspectors 
now in North Korea should be 


able to locate enough undeclared 
plutonium to fuel between 6 and 
13 bombs the size of the one that 
the United States dropped on 
Nagasaki, Japan, in 1945. 

This conclusion comes from 
various published and leaked esti- 
mates of U.S. intelligence moni- 
toring of an alleged processing 
operation at Yongbyon, North of 
Pyongyang, Mr. Milhollin said in 
the report di s cussed at a news 
conference sponsored by the 
Arms Control Association, a 
U.S. private nonpartisan orga- 
nisation. 

Mr. MUboDin, in the report, 
urged the U.N. International 
Atomic Energy Administration 
break with its traditional policy of 
confidentiality about inspections. 

“If foe inspectors are not satis- 
fied with North Korean coopera- 
tion, they should publicly pro- 
test... The world would then rally 


behind the inspectors and force 
North Korea to fulfill its obliga- 
tions,” he stfid. . _ 

Inspectors should demand that 
the Communist government hand 
over the plutonium, and if North 
Korea refuses, it will be in viola- 
tion of foe non-proliferation trea- 
ty and subject to sanctions, said 
Mr. M3hoUin. 


South Korean diplomat Ahn 
Ho- Young, at the news confer- 
ence, said it could take con- 
tinuing diplomatic pressure from 
foe United States, Japan and 
Russia to persuade North Korea 
to meet all required verification 
conditions. These indude prop- 
osed reciprocal inspections by 
North and South Korea for more 
thorough than IAEA inspections 
but which the two Korean gov- 
ernments have not yet agreed on, 
he said. 


Bush blames economy for lag in support, ducks questions on Perot 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush blamed 
an “anemic, sluggish" economy 
for his popularity slip and said he 
expects the U.S. two-party sys- 
tem to prevail despite the loom- 
ing independent candidacy of 
Ross Perot. 

Mr. Bush, at a rare nigbtune. 
formal news conference, waved 
off a string of questions about 
Mr. Perot, who bas been running 
ahead of the president and 
Democratic nominee-to-be Bill 
Clinton in several national and 
state polls. 

But the .Republican president 
did have some advice for the 
Texas billionaire: 

‘Td say, Ross, I think I’ve 
been a good president. I believe a 
man of your ability and talent 
ought to support me,” Mr. Bush 
said, adding, "i will admit it 
might be a little of a long shot in 
persuading him.” 

The president said foe Texas 
computer tycoon who plans to 
finance his own campaign will 
soon be forced to be more forth- 
coming on specific issues ranging 
from reducing crime to forging 
world peace. 

Asked whether he would agree 
to face Mr. Perot as well as Mr. 
Clinton in campaign debates this 
foil. Mr. Bush avoided a direct 
answer, saying, *Tm sure there 
will be debates and I will be ready 


to join the fray after the conven- 
tion-" 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton will 
be formally nominated at summer 
conventions. . . 

Mr. Clinton, whose candidacy 
was nearly forgotten in questions 
at foe news conference, said in a 
later television interview, “frank- 
ly, I was relieved not to be 
mentioned at that press confer- 
ence tonight because it was so 
much more about politics than 
substance." 

. Mr. Clinton accused news 
media of dealing with Mr. Perot 
by ‘^pumping him up” without 
pinning him down on issues. 

Mr. Bush, in an opening state- 
ment at the news conference, 
tried to focus on a repetition of 
his call for a balanced budget 
amendment to foe U.S. constitu- 
tion. but most of the reporters’ 
questions were about politics. 

Mr. Bush defended his en- 
vironmental record and said that 
critics at the Earth Summit in 
Brazil will not sway his policy 
against a. tough global warming 
treaty. He said he is afraid such a 
treaty would cost American jobs. 

Tm not going to forget the 
American family, and if they 
don’t understand that in Rio, too 
bad.” 

The president also defended 
bis record on the Gulf war, which 
Mr. Perot has criticised, as well as 


his opposition to abortion rights. 
Mr. Perot and Mr. Clinton have 
both said they support giving 
women the choice on abortion. 

Asked if he expects foe two- 
party system to survive the elec- 
tion with a strong independent 
candidate challenging the major 
party nominees, Mr. Bush said 
that when the campaign unfolds 
people will realise that it has 
brought stability “and foe two 
parties will be strong when this 
election is over." 

Mr. Perot’s campaign mana- 
ger, Tom Luce, said right after 
foe president's appearance that 
the country needs a “coalition 
government” that includes foe 
best people from both parties as 
well as independents. 

Mr. Luce appeared on Cable 
News Network, which was the 
only U-S. network to carry the 
president's news conference live. 
ABC CBS and NBC opted for 
regular commercial program- 
ming. 

Mr. Bush insisted the U.S. 
economy is coming out of a 
recession, but “at this juncture, 
the American people haven't felt 
it/’ When people understand that 
better economic times are ahead, 
be said, his popularity will climb. 

Asked what he thought was the 
main reason for Mr. Perot's rising 
support, Mr. Bush said: “Most 
people would concede that my 


problems stem from this sluggish, 
anemic economy.” 

“I am trying to get things done 
to help the country,” said Mr. 
Bufo. “If I get too caught op in 
the political wars before it’s time” 
it could damage chances for im- 
portant legislation. 

Earlier in the day. White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter had harsher criticism of Mr. 
Perot than Mr. Bush issued at his 
news conference. 

“He keeps talking all the time 
about (bow) he’ll sit down with 
tiie Congress and change the grid- 
lock," Mr. Fitzwater said. “Tins 
is a man who has no history of 
sitting down with anybody. His 
entire history is to stomp into the 
group, demand to do his things 
his way, and if he doesn’t get rt, 
he picks up foe football and goes 
home.” 

Mr. Perot's latest poll triumph 
came in Florida, where a Miami 
Herald survey Thursday showed 
him with 34 per cent support, 
followed by Mr. Bush with 31 per 
cent and Mr. Clinton with 22 per 
cent. 

He also has led in recent Cali- 
fornia, Teyas and Ohio polls and 
In a Washington Post-ABC News 
national poll released Monday. 
He was third, however, in a CBS 
national survey of registered vo- 
ters that was released foe same 
day. 


Meanwhile Mr. Perot is getting 
the cold shoulder from many of 
his peers in corporate boar- 
drooms. 

Since be first announced he 
would stand in the Nov. 3 elec- 
tions if supporters put him on the 
ballots in afl 50 states, Mr. Perot 
has turned American politics up- 
side down and stunned the poli- 
tical establishment. 

On Wednesday his campaign 
announced that two political 
heavyweights — Hamilton Jor- 
dan and Ed Rollins — would 
serve as co-chairman of his elec- 
tion effort. 

But Mr. Perot’s appeal (foes 
not extend to the movers and 
shakers of foe American business 
world. 

According to a poll conducted 
for the business magazine For- 
tune, the leaders of big business 
have a distinct preference for Mr. 
Bush and more than half t hink 
Mr. Perot has no chance of being 
elected president despite the 
meteoric rise in his public appeal. 

The poll, in Fortune’s latest 
issue, covered chief executives of 
the 500 biggest U.S. companies 
and provided further evidence 
that the very rich tend to be more 
wary of Mr. Perot than most 
other Americans. 

Tbe business elite's lade of 
enthusiasm for a presidential run 
by Mr. Perot was thrown into 


sharp focus last month by a meet- 
ing in. Virginia of foe Business 
Council, a group of 100 active 
and 100 retired chief executive 
officers . (CEOs). 

In media briefings, several 
council members said they 
thought Mr. Perot lacked one of 
the most important characteris- 
tics of a president — a willingness' 
to compromise. 

Such feelings were spelt out by 
one of foe CEOs who responded 
to die Fortune poll, Edward 
Brandon, chairman of the 
National City Corp of Ohio. 

“He (Perot) would make a 
super benevolent dictator but 
that’s not our system,” Fortune 
quoted him as saying. 

Newspaper accounts have por- 
trayed Mr. Perot as a man who 
ran the company he founded — 
Electronic Data Systems — with 
an iron fist, to the extent of 
<wn a nding that employees wear 
their hair short and adhere to a 
strict dress code. 

If elections were held now, 
according to Fortune, 78 per cent 
of the business leaders who re- 
sponded to its poll would vote for 
Mr. B ush, 11 per cent for Mr. 
Perot and four per cent for Mr. 
Clinton. 

More than half said Mr. Perot 
lacked political experience and 19 

per cent said he would not be able 

to handle Congress 



“Magic" Johnson, 
wife have baby boy 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Basket- 
ball superstar EarVin “Magic” 
Johnson, who is infected with the 
AIDS virus, and his wife Earietha 
had a baity boy on Thursday 
night, doctors said. The doctors 
at foe Los Angeles Hospital 
where the baby was bora said on 
local television there was very 
little chance that foe child, whom 
they said would be named Earvin 
Johnson m, carried the deadly 
AIDS virus. Earietha Johnson 
has tested negative for the dis- 
ease. The doctors did not say at 
which hospital foe baby was bom 
and there was no word on when 
die infant would undergo a blood 
test to see whether he carried the 
human nnmnno-defiejency virus 
(HIV), which causes AIDS. The 
Los Angeles Lakers star married 
his 32-year-old wife last Septem- 
ber and two mouths later, in an 
announcement that shook the 
United States, said be was retir- 
ing from professional basketball 
because he had HIV. Johnson 
reportedly offered to leave bis 
wife to ensure she and tbe baby 
she was then expecting did not 
catch the AIDS virus, but she 
persuaded him to stay with her. 


Diana tried to take 
her own life — paper 


LONDON (R) — Princess Diana 
tried to take her own life with a 
drugs overdose after being driven 
to tbe depths of despair by her 
marriage to heir to the throne 
Prince Charles, foe Daily Mail 
newspaper said Friday. The inci- 
dent, six years ago, was “an 
agonised cry for help", palace 
insiders told tbe newspaper. Tbe 
future queen telephoned her hus- 
band who rushed a doctor to her 
side and there was no serious 
damage from the drugs. Tbe 
story, says foe Daily Mail, is in a 
new book, Diana, A Princess 
And Her Troubled Marriage, tty 
Nicholas Davies, which is due to 
be published next month in 
America. “It gives details of the 
overdose of Paracetamol when 
she took a number of pills after a 
blazing telephone row with her 
husband,” foe newspaper says in 
a front-page splash. The princess, 
now 30, was “under severe emo- 
tional and psychological strain” 
at foe time, said palace' sources 
quoted in the report. Rumours of 
a rift between foe 43-year-old 
prince and his wife has been a 
tabloid staple for years, but spe- 
culation has grown in recent 
months that their 11-year-old 
marriage, like that of other young 
royals, is heading for the rocks. 
Tbe palace, as is usual with any. 
royal gossip, remained silent Fri- 
day about tbe new book. 


Choice on Elvis 
stamp due soon 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — A 
closely-watched election cam- 
paign comes to a dose Thursday 
when tbe U.S. Postal Service 
announces the people’s choice for 
an Elvis Presley commemorative 
stamp. Die service will unveil foe 
new stamp at a ceremony Thurs- 
day morning at Graceland, Pre- 
sley’s home in this southern city. 
The late singer’s ex-wife Priscilla 
Presley is scheduled to open a 
sealed envelope containing the 
winning stamp at about 7:30 a.m. 
edt (1130 GMT).- Earlier this 
year, the U.S. Postal Service 
asked its customers to choose 
between two possible versions of 
the Elvis stamp, one showing a 
young, thin Elvis Presley at the 
time of his early hits. Heartbreak 
Hotel, and Blue Suede Shoes. 
The other version of tbe stamp 
shows a heavier, older Elvis in a 
seqmned, spangled white jump- 
suit at the time of his huge su cce s s 
as a Las Vegas headliner. For the 
first time in its history, foe U.S. 
Postal Service issued ballots to 
patrons asking them to vote for 
one version of the stamp. Tbe 
postal service said it received 
1,128,923 ballots. 


Survey: Americans 
still fighting 
weight problem 


WASHINGTON (R) — Amer- 
icans arc exercising more than 
ever, watching what they eat — 
but still losing the battle of the 
bulge, according to a survey of 
health practices. While 37 per 
cent of adults work out stre- 
nuously at least three days a 
week, the highest level ever, 
nearly two-thirds of Americans 
are overweight, according to -a 
survey by Prevention magazine. 
And, though Americais have cut 
bade on foods high in fat and 
cholesterol since the poll was 
Sorted in 1983, foe number of 
overweight adults has risen fiver 
per cent in that time. Aside from 
the bad news about weight, .the 
survey-found that, overall, Amer- 
icans are taking better n>ff - of 
themselves than at any time in tits 
past nine years. 
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